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Dear colleagues from the tube and pipe industry, dear readers of the 
ITAtube Journal,

The year 2025 has once again been a very promising year for our 
tube and pipe industry. Global production grew by 13%, and large 
pipes (OD > 16”) increased by 37%. Prospects for 2026 and 2027 
remain equally encouraging.  

At the same time, climate change - particularly the decarbonization of 
our industry - together with geopolitical challenges is having a lasting 
impact on the global pipe market. The transformation toward green 
steel tubes requires substantial investment and innovative techni-
cal solutions. New pipe markets have already emerged, including 
electromobility, carbon capture, and the planned supply logistics for 
green hydrogen.  

These opportunities vary from region to region. Demand has 
changed, and production costs diff er considerably. Political measures 
therefore need to be assessed in a diff erentiated manner.  

The construction industry is becoming increasingly interesting, with 
new architectural solutions intensifying the use of tubular products. 
For plant manufacturers, technology providers, and suppliers, these 
dynamic times create market opportunities to be seized - along with 
more innovative approaches to improve productivity and customer 
benefi ts, including AI-based technologies.  

Geopolitical trouble spots have also strengthened the traditional 
OCTG business. To compensate for geopolitically risky oil and gas 
supply sources, production capacities are being expanded in regions 
such as Asia, North America, and the Middle East, driving strong 
demand for OCTG pipe products.  

The new war in the Middle East between the USA and Iran has 
created yet another threatening situation. Its consequences must be 
monitored carefully. Hopefully, this military confl ict will be resolved 
quickly.  

It is great to see that Tube China Show 2026 in Shanghai is taking 
place this September 26. The show - and the China Steel Tube & Pipe 
Summit alongside - off er an excellent opportunity to intensify cus-
tomer relationships and to establish new ones, with market devel-
opments, innovative products, and production processes presented 
and discussed with trade visitors from all over the world.  

We look forward to meeting you at Tube China in Shanghai.  

Yours faithfully

ITA Team

Dr. Gunther Voswinckel
President ITA
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World Steel Tube Production - Review
The updated full-year data for 2025 com-
pared with 2024 highlights several notable 
shifts. By far the most striking development 
is in India, where total production surged by 
+61.4% to 13,400 Tto. Particularly remark-
able is the increase in welded tubes <406 
(+111.1%), accompanied by strong growth in 
seamless tubes (+26.7%) and welded tubes 
>406 (+21.9%). This represents an excep-
tional market development and significantly 
shapes the overall picture.
The USA also shows strong growth (+18.0% 
to 15,700 Tto), driven in particular by a 
sharp rise in welded tubes >406 (+81.3%). 
China remains a stable growth driver (+4.8% 

to 98,500 Tto), with gains across all product 
segments. Production in the other countries 
increased by +10.7%, while the EU recorded 
moderate growth of +2.0%.
In contrast, the CIS region reported a decline 
of −5.8%, mainly due to a sharp reduction 
in seamless tubes. Japan also recorded a 
decrease of −3.0%, affecting several product 
segments.
Overall, global steel tube production 
increased by +8.0% to 181,800 Tto. India, the 
USA and China were the main drivers of this 
positive development.

	 Market information
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seamless tubes welded tubes <406 welded tubes >406 welded tubes TOTAL

Country 2024 2025 Change % 2024 2025 Change % 2024 2025 Change % 2024 2025 Change % 2024 2025 Change %

EU 2.400 2.500 4,2 6.400 6.300 -1,6 1.000 1.200 20,0 7.400 7.500 1,4 9.800 10.000 2,0

USA 2.600 3.000 15,4 9.100 9.800 7,7 1.600 2.900 81,3 10.700 12.700 18,7 13.300 15.700 18,0

Japan 1.500 1.400 -6,7 3.900 3.900 0,0 1.300 1.200 -7,7 5.200 5.100 -1,9 6.700 6.500 -3,0

CIS 7.500 5.800 -22,7 2.800 3.200 14,3 3.500 3.900 11,4 6.300 7.200 14,3 13.800 13.000 -5,8

India 1.500 1.900 26,7 3.600 7.600 111,1 3.200 3.900 21,9 6.800 11.500 69,1 8.300 13.400 61,4

China 29.000 29.500 1,7 53.000 55.000 3,8 12.000 14.000 16,7 65.000 69.000 6,2 94.000 98.500 4,8

Other 2.200 3.400 54,5 17.200 18.000 4,7 3.000 3.400 13,3 20.200 21.400 5,9 22.400 24.800 10,7

World 46.700 47.500 1,7 96.000 103.800 8,1 25.600 30.500 -16,1 121.600 134.300 -9,5 168.300 181.800 8,0
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The global tube and pipe market remain 
strongly driven by the combination of 
energy affordability, energy-price vola-
tility, and geopolitically induced logisti-
cal constraints. For manufacturers, the 
key issue is not only the level of energy 
costs (€/MWh) but also the predicta-
bility of supply and the impact of grid/
tariff policies on total production cost. 
Electricity prices across selected regions 
remain highly volatile (roughly 20–170 
€/MWh), which can increasingly influ-
ence decisions on production location 
and exposure of energy-intensive steps 
to high-cost regions. Oil and natural gas 
continue to be critical determinants for 
steel tube demand, because it under-
pins exploration, transport, and many 
industrial processes despite ongoing 
decarbonization efforts. Gas pricing in 
pipeline-connected systems (e.g., Henry 
Hubin the US) stays comparatively 
competitive, while regions dependent 
on LNG face higher input costs and 
volatility. The renewed and ongoing 
political conflicts affecting key ship-
ping routes have intensified the price 
spread between pipeline gas and LNG 
- reinforcing LNG’s role as a short-term 
balancing fuel rather than a stable cost 
solution. Long term, this keeps pressure 
on Europe (and other LNG-dependent 
regions) to revisit energy strategies, 
including renewed evaluation of cost-ef-
fective pipeline options. On the demand 
side, production dynamics remain resil-
ient but uneven by region. Global tube 
and pipe output is estimated to have 
reached 182 million tons in 2025 (up 
from 162 million tons in 2024, ~+13%). 
A notable growth segment is pipeline 
tubes with OD > 406 mm (16”), reflecting 
heavy investment in pipeline expan-
sions and rerouting infrastructure to 
counter political risks, meet shifting 
logistics and supply requirements. 

Regional growth is led by the USA and 
India, while Europe shows more modest 
recovery; China continues to account 
for the largest share of global output 
and maintains solid growth supported 
by Middle East-related project activ-
ity. Market economics are still shaped 
by input-cost transmission. Because 
a large share of production is welded 
(and therefore linked to hot-rolled coil 
prices (HRC)) increases in upstream 
steel feedstocks flow into margins 
quickly - often faster than downstream 
tube prices can adjust. In this envi-
ronment, specialty OCTG grades and 
corrosion-resistant solutions remain 
increasingly important, while margin 
pressure continues to be a structural 
challenge for many welded producers. 
Demand pull is broadening beyond tra-
ditional oil & gas. The article highlights 
growing requirements connected to: 
CCUS expansion, which raises needs for 
CO₂ pipeline infrastructure and there-
fore higher-alloyed materials under 
corrosive conditions. Hydrogen-related 
infrastructure concepts, including the 
potential for hydrogen production path-
ways and hydrogen transport pipelines, 
creating additional demand for alloyed 
steel tubes. Automotive mix change, 
where electrification shifts tube appli-
cations away from legacy components 
(e.g., exhaust-related) toward chassis, 
suspension, hydroformed structural 
parts, battery protection structures, 
and thermal management systems - 
implying that manufacturers able to 
deliver high-strength, precision, and 
EV-specific tubing should outperform 
commodity-focused suppliers. Mechan-
ical engineering and construction, both 
expected to remain supportive over 
the coming decade, with construction 
increasingly favoring engineered hollow 
sections and sustainability-linked mate-

World Tube & Pipe Market: Factors 
influencing the current situation

Dr. Gunther Voswinckel, VOSCO GmbH

Dr. Gunther Voswinckel – Update as per August 2026     



 Market information

ITAtube Journal September 2026 9

rial pathways (e.g., scrap-based EAF 
routes with green power). Overall, the 
tube and pipe market outlook for the 
coming years is best described as struc-
turally supported but operationally 
risk-sensitive: energy cost diff erentials, 
LNG logistics constraints, and ongoing 
investment in pipeline and infrastruc-
ture networks will continue to drive 
demand and material complexity, while 
manufacturers must adapt via portfo-
lio strategy, regional production opti-
mization, supply-chain resilience, and 
value-added capability (especially for 
corrosion-resistant and precision engi-
neered tube solutions).

As mentioned previously in my articles, the 
ongoing availability of aff ordable energy 
is crucial. We monitor energy costs in 
selected regions worldwide (see Figure 1). 

Electricity price levels vary signifi cantly by 
region, but what matters for manufactur-
ers is not only the absolute €/MWh, but 
the predictability of supply and the impact 
of tariff /grid policies on total production 
cost. Electricity costs are infl uenced by 
geopolitical turbulence, regulations and 
energy sources. Prices remain volatile, 
ranging from 20 to 170 €/MWh depending 
on the country (see Figure 1), refl ecting the 
signifi cant increase over the last 20 years 
and the subsequent economic uncertain-
ties faced by energy-intensive industries. 

Figure 2 shows July 2025 electrical energy 
prices of selected countries. Europe is 
experiencing signifi cant price variations 
and rising costs. Sweden, France and Spain 
are in a relatively better position than Italy 
and Germany. Countries with substan-
tial nuclear or other low-cost, base-load 
energy sources retain cost advantages. For 
example, electricity costs in Texas, USA, at 
around 78 €/MWh, are about 20% lower 
than in many European countries. China, 
with costs of around 67 €/MWh, is even 
35% lower!

Some countries, such as Saudi Arabia, 
off er electricity at around 40 €/MWh or 
less. Unfavorable European regulations or 
grid costs could widen the gap, prompting 
the relocation of production to regions 
with lower energy costs. The concentration 
of energy-intensive industries at the start 

Figure 1: Selected spot prices of industrial electrical 
energy until July 2026 in €/MWh
Source: Kallanish.com, Statista.com

Figure 2: Selected Prices of Industrial Electrical 
Energy for Companies with a consumption of more 
than 150 Mio. kWh per year in 2026 in €/MWh. 
Source: Kallanish.com, Statista.com (July 2026)
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Figure 4: Natural Gas price development as of 20th of July 2026
Source: Trading Economics.com

Figure 3: World Primary Energy Supply EJ/Year (1 EJ (Exajoule) = 1 bn. Gigajoule)
Source: DNV Energy Transition 2025, Dr. Büchner 

of the production chain could have neg-
ative consequences for regions with high 
electricity costs.

Global electricity supply will peak around 
2040. However, for fossil fuels, the peak 
will be exceeded between 2030 and 2040 
(Figure 3).

•  Fossil fuels have important uses beyond 
energy which adds to their staying 
power. Today, 14% of the world’s oil, 10% 
of the gas, and 1% of the coal is used for 
feedstock in plastics, petrochemicals, 
asphalt, and similar products

 

 

•  For Energy supply as of 2024 fossil fuels 
still represent about 80% of the feed-
stock. Oil 27%, gas 26% and coal 27%. 

•  In 2024 about 15% of the feedstock came 
from renewables. Wind 1%, solar 2% and 
others 12%.

•  By 2040 energy consumption will peak at 
an increase by about 8%. 

•  In 2040 the fossil energy feedstock will 
be reduced to about 64%. Oil represents 
22%, gas 27% and coal only 15 %. 

•  In 2040 about 28% of the feedstock will 
come from renewables. Wind 4%, solar 
10% and others 14%.

•  In 2060 the fossil energy feedstock will 
be reduced to about 38%. Oil 13%, gas 
20% and coal only 5 %. 

•  In 2060 about 52% of the feedstock will 
come from renewables. Wind 15%, solar 
22% and others 15%.

•  Nuclear power will remain an important 
base load energy source with a contribu-
tion of 4% in 2024, 7% in 2040 and 11% 
in 2060. 

•  Solar energy will become the leading 
energy resource prior to wind and other 
renewables

•  The main disadvantages of solar and 
wind are variability and storage diffi  cul-
ties. High investment in storage facilities 
is necessary.

•  The use of thermal power plants will 
remain at a high level prompting good 
demand for special tubular products. 

Natural gas remains a key energy source 
that infl uences the steel tube market. 
Demand for tubes is driven by gas explora-
tion and transportation. Despite eff orts to 
reduce CO₂ emissions, gas remains essen-
tial for many industrial processes. 

The price of gas at the Henry Hub in the 
US is very competitive, having declined to 
around 2,8 USD/MMBtu (equivalent to 8.6 
€/MWh) this July (see Figure 4). Despite the 
recent war between the US/Israel and Iran, 
the price of natural gas directly from the 
pipeline has remained relatively low. 

Where pipeline supply is constrained, LNG 
becomes the balancing fuel - raising input 
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Figure 5: Natural Gas price TTF from LNG develop-
ment as of 20th of July 2026
Source: Trading Economics.com

cost volatility for tube making and intensi-
fying regional production shifts. However, 
a significant increase in price can be seen 
when comparing the price of LNG-based 
natural gas received by Europe and Asia 
since US and Israeli troops attacked Iran 
on 28 February 2026 (see Figure 5).

Part of the additional cost of LNG arises 
from processing costs, such as liquefac-
tion at −162 °C, transportation by ship and 
re-evaporation. These processes incur an 
additional cost of around 8–10 US USD/
MMBtu or 24,5-30 USD/MWh (figure 6). 
However, due to the current blockade of 
the Strait of Hormuz, LNG cannot currently 
be transported from Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
or the United Arab Emirates to Asia or 
other destinations such as Europe. This 
just results in a price increase of around 
100% to 19,2 USD/MMBtu or 59 USD/MWh 
— approximately 7 times higher than the 
price of natural gas transported by pipe-
line in the US, for example. 

Regions such as Europe, which lack ade-
quate connections to international natural 
gas pipeline networks, are now heavily 
dependent on LNG. These regions face 
significantly higher prices for LNG than for 
pipeline gas. 

These additional costs affect regions that 
cannot access affordable pipeline gas, 
making LNG a predominantly short-term 
solution for securing supply. The recently 
concluded agreement between the US and 
Europe foresees energy deliveries worth 
approximately USD 750 billion over three 
years. In 2024, Europe imported around 
USD 80 billion worth of energy products 
from the US, including 36 million tons 
of LNG and a record 74.5 million tons of 
crude oil. Tripling such flows will be chal-
lenging, given recent negative growth 
rates. While this agreement strengthens 
Europe’s supply security, it comes at the 
cost of much higher LNG prices. This is 
particularly the case if LNG supplies from 
the Middle East remain difficult. 

In the long term, Europe should consider 
alternative energy sources for the base 
energy supply, including a renewed evalu-
ation of cost-effective pipeline options.

With production currently standing at 
around 934 bcm/year, the US is the world’s 

Figure 6: Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Import and Regasification Terminal
Source: Commodity Trading Club
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largest gas producer and a gas super-
power with growth potential. Around 88% 
of production is accounted for by domes-
tic consumption, with the remaining 12% 
being exported as LNG.

Russia (with ~702 bcm/year) is the sec-
ond-largest gas producer and the largest 
pipeline exporter. However, sanctions and 
disrupted fl ows have created a structural 
disadvantage.

It should be noted that Russia has the 
largest proven gas reserves, at around 
1.688 trillion cubic feet (Tcf), compared to 
the US’s 322.2 Tcf (Figure 7). 

Iran and Qatar also hold large reserves. 
While Qatar is expanding its LNG capac-
ity, Iran’s reserves are constrained by 
sanctions and infrastructure issues. If the 
war between the US and Iran stands for 
a longer period and further oil and gas 
production infrastructure is aff ected, it 
may further infl uence LNG availability and 
prices. 

The European long-term strategy to 
replace natural gas with green hydrogen 
is increasingly questioned. Industrial-scale 
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Figure 7: The Top 10 Countries ranked by proven Gas 
Reserves as per 2025

Source: TheMerchantsNews.substack.com

electrolysis requires substantial amounts 
of clean water and continuous green elec-
trical power - approximately 55 MW per 
ton of hydrogen - the process is sensitive 
to fl uctuations in electricity supply, which 
signifi cantly reduces electrolyze stack 
lifetimes. As a result, economically viable 
green hydrogen production is limited to 
regions with stable and low-cost renew-
able energy or nuclear power. In most 
parts of Europe, such conditions are not 
yet achievable. Exceptions include Norway 
and Sweden with signifi cant hydropower 
plants. Hydrogen transport pipelines 
would create additional demand for 
alloyed steel tubes.

Some experts, including those from the 
OECD, advocate producing hydrogen in 
regions with abundant, low-cost electric-
ity (e.g., the Middle East, North Africa, or 
parts of Central America). Energy-intensive 
intermediate products - such as DRI/HBI 
- could be manufactured near the energy 
source and then transported to industrial 
centers such as in Europe or Asia. For the 
European and Asian metallurgical and 
tubular industries, the sourcing of DRI/
HBI as virgin steel source instead of iron 
ore and coke would be an interesting 
economical and logistical alternative. This 
approach would preserve technological 
expertise and employment in downstream 
metallurgical processes. However, these 
concepts still receive limited political 
support. 

Global tube and pipe production reached 
182 million tons in 2025 following 162 
million tons in 2024, this represents a 13% 
recovery (see Figure 8).

Notably, there has been a boom in the 
production of pipeline tubes with an outer 
diameter (OD) of over 406 mm (16”). Pro-
duction of these tubes has increased by 
37%, from 22.5 to 31 million tons.

The construction of new pipelines to meet 
new logistical requirements for redirecting 
oil and gas to customers at a reasonable 
cost has created a real boom.  
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Regional trends vary signifi cantly (Figure 9):

•  United States: After a week year 2024, 
production increased by 21% in 2025, 
driven by increased exploration and 
pipeline projects. Welded tubes smaller 
than 16” increased by +10%, pipeline 
tubes larger than 16” increased by 
remarkable +93%. Most producers are 
fully booked. Despite tariff s, it is antic-
ipated that only further imports can 
satisfy US demand. Seamless tube pro-
duction increased by +15%.

• India: Following a good year 2024, 2025 
tube production reach an impressive 
record, with a tube and pipe production 
increase of +72%. Welded tubes under 
16” increased even by +111%. Seamless 
tube production increased by +46%. 
Pipeline tube larger 16” OD production 
increased by +34%.

•  Europe: Production remains at the low 
level of 2024, with only +1% growth in 
2025. Pipeline tubes measuring over 406 
mm in diameter (16”) increased by 20%, 
while seamless production recovered by 
4% following earlier cuts. Welded tubes 
measuring less than 16 inches decreased 
slightly by -3%.

Figure 9: Pipe Production of selected Regions 2020-2025
Source: Wirtschaftsvereinigung Stahlrohre, ITA

ITAtube Journal September 2026

Figure 8: World Tube and Pipe Production 2017 – 2025
Source: Wirtschaftsvereinigung Stahlrohre, ITA

•  CIS: Total output declined by -8% in 
2025. Seamless tubes decreased by 
-25%. Welded tubes below 16” still on 
comparably low level increased by +10%. 
Pipeline tubes increases by +8%.
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•  China: Accounting for 54% of global 
output, China’s growth was +10% in 2025 
(Figure 10). Pipeline tubes >16” increased 
by 42%, tubes <16” increased by +5%. 
Seamless tubes increase by + 8%. Strong 
activities in the Middle East compen-
sated for U.S. trade restrictions.

Besides the production volume, tube 
prices are of great importance. The prices 
for OCTG tubes and structural tubes 
appear to have signifi cantly increased in 
2026.

Figure 11 shows price development for:

• P110 OCTG casing (5.5”)
•    S235 structural pipe

Figure 10: Pipe Production China 2020- 2025 and World Production 2025
Source: Wirtschaftsvereinigung Stahlrohre, ITA

Figure 11: Representative Steel Tube and Pipe Prices (OCTG – P110 USA and 
Structural S235 Turkey) one year until July 2026  

Source: Kallanish.com

The P110 prices stabilized in 2025 at about 
USD 2,000/ton, in 2026, after a week fi rst 
quarter the prices recovered to about 
2.325 USD/ton (+22%).

S235 structural pipe prices started week 
in 2026 at about 565 USD/ton, but in July 
2026 recovered to about 650 USD/ton 
(+14%), supported by infrastructure pro-
jects.

Because a large share of tube production 
(74% or about 134 million tons in 2025) 
is welded from hot rolled coil and a small 
amount of plate, the HRC price cycle is 
transmitted directly into margins - often 
faster than the market can reprice tube 



off ers. US HRC prices rose from about 800 
USD/ton in October 2025 to 1.180 USD/ton 
(+48%) in July 2026 (Figure 12). This means 
that welded pipe producers in the US are 
increasingly suff ering from deterioration 
of margins. This also refl ects in the pro-
duction of tubes <16” OD.

In contrast hereto, Turkey (~548 USD/ton 
+14%) and India (~ 518 USD/ton +13%) 
trade at signifi cantly lower HRC price levels 
despite also signifi cantly increased levels 
(Figure 13). These attractive Indian hot 
rolled coil prices are a reason for the sig-
nifi cant boom of tubes <16” in India.

Narrow margins in welded tube produc-
tion remain a structural challenge. Spe-
cialty grades for OCTG are increasingly 
expensive and diffi  cult to source.

The oil and gas sector accounts for around 
51% of the global demand for tubes and 
pipes. Consumption of OCTG correlates 
strongly with oil prices (see Figure 14). The 
oil price is signifi cantly aff ected by the con-
fl ict between the US and Iran. Since 28th 
of February 2026, the oil price has jumped 
from around 60 USD/Bbl to 100 USD/Bbl 
(+67%). Indications about a peaceful end 
to the confl ict dropped the price again to 
about 70 USD/Bbl early July 26. Since the 
confl ict restarted on the 8th of July, the oil 
price reacted immediately with nervous 
reactions raising up to 93 USD/Bbl in only 

 Market information

Figure 12: Hot-Rolled Coil Steel prices 1 Year until July 2026
Source: tradingeconomics.com
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Figure 13: Hot-Rolled Coil Steel prices for selected 
countries until July 2026
Source: Kallanish.com

a few days. Fears about the oil supply are 
again driving the price up. These nervous 
reactions refl ect uncertainty about the 
duration of the confl ict and the extent 
to which exploration, processing and 
logistical infrastructure may be aff ected 
by bombing. Particularly that Iran troops 
have taken control of the Strait of Hormuz 
creates great concerns to the world. Many 
industries that depend on moderate oil 
prices are suff ering. Everyone hopes that 
Middle Eastern oil exploration sites and 
refi neries will not be further aff ected, and 
that the Strait of Hormuz will soon reopen.  
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The US Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) reports a record high of 13.7 million 
barrels per day (Bbl/d) for May 2026, and 
forecasts 13.3 million Bbl/d for 2027. At 
the same time the US gas production was 
about 139 Mio. MMBtu/d. 

US oil and gas product exports reached a 
further record high of 5,7 million barrels 
per day of oil and 17 Mio. MMBtu of gas in 
Mai 2026. 

According to Oilprice.com, the number of 
US oil rigs has been enlarged, increasing 
from 412 in December 2025 to 451 as of 
31st of July 2026. The number of gas rigs 
was almost stable from 125 to 127 during 
the same period, driven mainly by shale 

gas. We have noted a signifi cant increase 
in output per rig, which is due to improved 
rig productivity. US policy continues to 
prioritize fossil fuels and nuclear energy, 
with reduced focus on wind and solar 
power. The potential eff ects of a pro-
longed Iranian war and further damage to 
oil and gas infrastructure must be closely 
monitored.

Meanwhile, the expected global oil 
demand for 2026 is rising moderately to 
105 million bpd, driven mainly by Asia and 
emerging markets. 

Demand for tubular products will remain 
strong as concerns about energy security 
persist. 

Figure 14: Oil price WTI crude development 1 month up to July 2026 (US$/Bbl.)
Source: OilPrice.com

Figure 15: The Global Demand for Line pipe Market 2019-2027 (million tons)
Source: Rystad Energy  



The increased productivity of oil and gas 
rigs, as well as horizontal drilling technol-
ogy for shale gas, requires many tubular 
products and creates an increased tech-
nological demand for the tubes and joints 
used for exploration. Corrosion and wear 
continue to aff ect the performance of 
OCTG, particularly in H₂S/CO₂-rich environ-
ments. So-called sour gas alloys are widely 
used. There is also rising demand for 
tubular products made from corrosion-re-
sistant alloys (CRAs) and clad materials, 
which off er manufacturers opportunities 
for diff erentiation.

Substantial investments in oil and gas 
transport networks are required due to 
geopolitical and economic developments. 
The ban on Russian natural gas, the cost 
disadvantage of LNG, and the shale gas 
boom in the US have resulted in many 
pipeline projects and increased demand 
for pipes (Figure 15). 

In addition, the Iran confl ict and in conse-
quence the restrictions to transport oil and 
gas via Strait of Hormuz and increasingly 
passing Bab el-Mandep at Yemen Figure 
16). Several new pipeline projects are 
planned to overcome such political risks.

The enormous rise in demand for pipes 
larger 16” in 2025 confi rms this develop-
ment. Particularly India, US, China and 
Europe are benefi tting (Figure 17). Not 
only LSAW Pipes (Longitudinal Submerged 
Welded Pipes) produced from steel plates 
are experiencing substantial demand 
in 2026 and 2027, but also HSAW Pipes 

 Market information

Figure 16: Logistic Challenges in Middle East due to the Iran/US confl ict
Source: Rystad Energy
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Figure 17: The Global Line Pipe Market 2015-2030 for LSAW and HSAW (Mio. tons)
Source: Rystad Energy

(Helical Submerged Welded Pipes) see a 
demand boom in 2026 and 2027. HSAW 
Pipes where applicable are signifi cantly 
more reasonable in price since they are 
spiral welded from hot steel strip.       

With Carbon Capture, Utilization and 
Storage (CCUS), this new market, requir-
ing extensive pipeline infrastructure, is 
emerging too. CO₂ transport demands 
higher-alloyed materials due to corro-
sive conditions. Developing CO₂ pipeline 
networks will be essential for large-scale 
deployment and cost reduction, although 
challenges remain in permitting, invest-
ment, and public acceptance. Adoption is 
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increasing in the U.S., the Middle East, and 
beyond.

The automotive sector accounts for 
around 15% of the global demand for 
tubes. According to HIS, global light-vehicle 
production increased to 92 million units in 
2025, a level which is expected to be main-
tained in 2026 (Figure 18). 2027 and the 
following years will see further moderate 
growth while competition, electrifi cation 
and regional shifts reshape the automo-
tive industry. 

Higher US tariff s and supply chain dis-
ruptions are rising manufacturing costs. 
However, Battery-Electric Vehicles (BEVs) 
had a strong year 2025, with around 13.7 
million units, dominated by China. PwC 
expects the BEV market to grow by ~210% 
to 28.8 million units by the year 2030. It 
is forecast that the Chinese production 
share of the global BEV market will lose 
some of its dominance. Its market share is 
expected to fall from 66% to around 54% 
by 2030. 

Steel tubes will remain an important mate-
rial in light vehicles after 2026, but their 
application is shifting rather than simply 
growing or shrinking. The transition to 
electric vehicles (EVs), lightweight design, 
and stricter safety requirements are 
changing where and how tubes are used.

For steel tube manufacturers, the key 
challenge is not a collapse in demand but 

Figure 18: Global Production of Automotive Light Vehicles 2018-2032 (million untis)
Source: HIS, Buechner (March 2026)

a change in product mix:

Declining segments: exhaust tubes, fuel 
lines, engine and transmission tubes.

Growing segments: chassis, suspension, 
hydroformed structural tubes, battery 
protection structures, and thermal man-
agement systems.

Companies that can supply high-strength, 
precision, hydroformed, and EV-specifi c 
tube solutions are expected to outperform 
suppliers focused primarily on traditional 
internal combustion engine applications.

Mechanical engineering accounts for 
around 9% of global tube production 
(Figure 19). Market volume is expected to 
grow from USD 3.6 billion in 2025 to USD 
5 billion in 2030, mainly driven by China, 
India, the USA, and the Middle East. Indus-
trialization is the driving factor.

The global mechanical engineering market 
is expected to remain one of the most 
attractive end-use sectors for steel tube 
manufacturers over the next decade. 
Unlike the automotive industry, where 
electrifi cation reduces demand for some 
tube applications, mechanical engineer-
ing is becoming more tube-intensive, 
driven by automation, industrial invest-
ment, renewable energy, and demand for 
high-performance machinery.

The global mechanical engineering sector 
is expected to grow by approximately 
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3 –5% annually through 2030, with the 
strongest expansion in Asia, India, South-
east Asia, and selected North American 
industries. Precision steel tubes used in 
mechanical engineering are projected 
to grow even faster, at around 5% CAGR 
through 2033, refl ecting increasing 
demand for high-value engineered prod-
ucts.

The mechanical engineering sector is 
expected to become one of the most 
attractive markets for precision and 
seamless steel tubes after 2026. Growth 
will be driven less by volume and more 
by high-value, engineered tube products 
used in automation, hydraulics, industrial 
machinery, renewable energy systems, 
and advanced manufacturing. Manufac-
turers that invest in precision production, 
high-strength materials, and value-added 
processing are likely to outperform sup-
pliers focused on commodity tubing. The 
intersection of mechanical design with 
software and electrical systems is creating 
a new generation of machinery. 

Current trade wars, tariff  escalations and 
political confl icts are disrupting interna-
tional project supply chains and creating 
uncertainty for cross-border engineer-
ing assignments. Engineering fi rms with 
international operations must constantly 
adapt to changing political environments 
and regulatory restrictions. For example, 
the US is currently experiencing signifi cant 
supply restrictions, resulting in a 3.7% 
contraction in production volumes, despite 
its general growth patterns. 

Another constraint is talent shortages and 
skills gaps. Competition for talents can 
drive up labor costs and limit growth for 
fi rms unable to attract and retain skilled 
professionals.  

Construction represents about 5% of tube 
demand. According to GlobalNewswire 
(January 2026), the global construction 
market will account to USD 17.26 trillion 
in 2026 and is expected to exceed USD 
21.73 trillion by 2030. This represents an 
annual growth rate of about 5,9% (Figure 
20) driven by:

Figure 19: Global Mechanical Engineering Regional Market Share
Source: BusinessDojo

• Urbanisation in Asia and Africa 

•  Infrastructure modernization in North 
America and Europe 

• Data centres and logistics facilities 

• Renewable energy projects 

•  Residential housing demand in emerging 
economies

 
Figure 20: Global Construction Market Forecast 2026-2030 (Trillion US$)
Source: ResearchandMarkets.com

 Market information
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Germany 
Tel. +49 (0) 2166 2656444
Mobil +49 (0) 172 2911544
DrGuntherVoswinckel@vosco.net
www.vosco.net

Asia-Pacifi c will remain the largest con-
struction market, accounting for more 
than half of global construction activity. 

Anyhow the short-term growth is expected 
to be slow, whereas the later growth will 
accelerate. 

The global construction industry will 
become one of the strongest growth 
markets for steel tube products after 
2026. Construction is creating new and 
expanding applications for structural 
steel tubes, particularly in infrastructure, 
high-rise buildings, modular construction, 
and renewable energy projects. The use of 
steel tubes is shifting from conventional 
structural applications toward engineered 
hollow structural sections (HSS) and high-
strength tubular solutions.

Steel tubular structures are increasingly 
preferred because they off er:

• High load-bearing capacity 

• Reduced structural weight 

• Faster construction 

• Better earthquake resistance 

• Greater architectural fl exibility

For steel tube manufacturers, the greatest 
opportunities will lie in:

• High-strength structural hollow sections 

• Galvanized and corrosion-resistant tubes 

• Large welded structural tubes 

• Precision tubes for modular construction 

•  Tubular solutions for sustainable and 
climate-resilient infrastructure 

Overall, the construction market off ers 
high long-term growth potential and is 
likely to become one of the key drivers of 
global demand for structural steel tube 
products. 

The tube industry must promote the 
advantages of tubular profi les, including 
fl exible geometry, high mechanical perfor-
mance, smooth surfaces, and suitability 
for long spans. Alloyed steels may off er 
additional benefi ts. From a sustainability 
perspective, tubes produced from scrap 
in EAFs using green power signifi cantly 
reduce carbon footprint. Additional capac-
ity is particularly needed in India to meet 
growing demand.
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Interview

ITA: For the past several years, Tube China 
in Shanghai has become an ideal location 
for the Chinese tube industry to meet. 
How many exhibitors from which parts of 
the world will present their products and 
latest technologies on the show? What is 
the increase in scale compared to the last 
edition?

Answer: 
First launched in Shanghai back in 2004, 
Tube China is an official edition of the 
global Tube Worldwide exhibition series. 
Over its 22 years of development, this 
biennial show has cemented its position as 
Asia’s premier trade fair dedicated to the 
tube and pipe industry.

For the 2026 edition hosted at Shanghai 
New International Expo Centre, we antic-
ipate over 400 leading exhibitors world-
wide showcasing their latest products and 
cutting-edge technologies across a total 
exhibition space of 35,000 sqm.

Compared with Tube China 2024, the 
overall scale of the 2026 show will grow by 
22%.

The international exhibitor roster boasts 
strong participation from key manufac-
turing markets, including Germany, Italy, 
Finland, Switzerland, France, the United 
States, Norway, India, South Korea and 
Japan.

ITA: China accounts for 56% of global pipe-
work production this year, even as export 
pressure mounts in the US and, increas-
ingly, in Europe. How is that shift visible on 
the trade fair floor – and where do you see 
the market heading from here? 

Answer: Against the backdrop that China 
contributes 56% of the world’s total 
tubular output, Chinese pipe manufactur-
ers are seeing rising exports to the US and 

Interview with Evian Gu – 
General Manager of Messe 
Düsseldorf in China

Tube China

Evian Gu has served as General Manager of Messe 
Düsseldorf in China since August 1, 2024, overseeing 
the subsidiaries Messe Düsseldorf Shanghai and 
Messe Düsseldorf China. She manages key indus-
trial exhibitions such as wire China and Tube China, 
alongside other major flagship events.
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a growing number of European destina-
tions. This industry shift can be clearly 
observed across all exhibition zones of 
Tube China 2026.

Although Chinese steel pipe enterprises 
face varying trade challenges in European 
and American markets, domestic manu-
facturers’ enthusiasm for participating in 
Tube China keeps climbing. To date, more 
than 400 Chinese companies have con-
firmed their booths, making up 93% of all 
exhibitors. The strong domestic turnout 
reflects robust demand for tubular prod-
ucts driven by China’s new infrastructure 
initiatives, including 5G base stations, 
data centers and ultra-high voltage power 
transmission projects.

The exhibits on display further mirror 
China’s industrial upgrading amid surging 
global exports. Driven by national key 
technological breakthroughs in nuclear 
power, deep-sea oil & gas exploitation 
and hydrogen energy sectors, high-end 
steel pipe products have achieved remark-
able localized production. Top domestic 
manufacturers such as Tianjin Youfa, 
Hengyang Valin, Tianjin United Steel and 
Tianjin Yuantai Derun Pipe will showcase 
their cutting-edge products and proprie-
tary technologies at the show, highlighting 
China’s leading manufacturing strengths in 
the global tubular industry.

Looking ahead to market prospects, two 
major growth engines will fuel Chinese 
steel pipe exports in the coming years. 
The first is oil and gas resource devel-
opment projects across the Middle East; 
the second is large-scale infrastructure 
construction within ASEAN nations. Mean-
while, pre-registration data for profes-
sional buyers has reflected widespread 
global interest in Chinese tubular prod-
ucts. We have received registrations from 
purchasing delegations spanning India, 
Türkiye, Egypt, Indonesia, South Korea, the 
US, the UAE, Mexico, Brazil and numerous 
other markets.

Backed by the world’s largest pipe pro-
duction capacity, Made-in-China tubular 
goods are drawing increasing attention 
from emerging economies worldwide. As 

for mature markets in Europe and the US, 
despite current trade frictions, Chinese 
manufacturers will continue advancing 
high-value, green and intelligent tubular 
solutions to tap new market opportunities 
in these regions.

ITA: What are the long-term prospects for 
the tube industry in China, particularly with 
regard to sustainability and technological 
trends. What role does Tube China play in 
this transformation process?

Answer: The Chinese tube industry is 
moving towards a more environmentally 
friendly, intelligent, and efficient future, 
driven by the deep integration of digital 
technologies, the growing use of light-
weight materials, and the adoption of 
green and low-carbon solutions. 

The development goal of China’s tube 
industry is to further enhance its capa-
bilities in resource security, independent 
innovation, and international competition 
by 2030. The industry aims to achieve 
world-leading levels in technological 
equipment, quality and branding, digital 
transformation, and green and low-carbon 
development. It strives to fully establish a 
modern steel industry system with signif-
icant global influence, strong industrial 
independence, and high development 
contribution.

From the perspective of long-term export 
potential, the deepening of international 
cooperation under the Belt and Road Initi-
ative and green energy projects will drive 
the upgrading of the export structure. The 
coordinated growth trend of welded pipes 
and seamless pipes will continue. It is 
expected that China’s high-end steel pipes 
will have a higher potential for market 
share increase in the global market in the 
coming years.

Tube China plays a key role in this trans-
formation. As Asia’s leading platform of 
the tube and pipe industry, it showcases 
innovations across the entire value chain, 
from material development to advanced 
processing, and hosts forums that facil-
itate industry dialogue on sustainability 
and technological advancement.
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	 Interview

ITA: What are the key themes of this year’s 
conference, particularly with regard to the 
impact of current economic developments 
in Asia, the global market as well as tech-
nological trends?

Answer: The concurrent events at Tube 
China 2026 include: 3rd China Interna-
tional Steel Tube & Pipe Summit,  the 
Green Automotive and Tube Technology 
Innovation Forum, the Seminar on Appli-
cation of Tube Products & Technologies in 
the Marine Industry, etc. These sessions 
focus on topics such as situation and trend 
of global tube market analysis, carbon 
peaking, digital and intelligent manufac-
turing, as well as technological innovation 
within the tube sector, aiming to foster 
international cooperation and address 
industry challenges.

ITA: The organisers of Tube China have 
always created an exceptional environ-
ment in which the industry can network, 
exchange ideas and build strong business 
relationships. What exciting new features 
or special highlights can you highlight that 
attendees can look forward to this year, 
and which should definitely motivate them 
to take part in this inspiring event?

Answer: Tube China 2026 will launch the 
brand-new “Nonferrous Metals & High Per-
formance Alloy Materials China”, alongside 
upgraded Thermprocess China and Saw & 
Laser Cutting China. Together, they offer 
comprehensive solutions spanning mate-
rial innovation to advanced processing 
technologies.

Attendees can enjoy an enhanced Busi-
ness Matchmaking Program, which facil-
itates one-on-one supplier meetings. 
Group visitors, especially those from the 
Yangtze River Delta region, will benefit 

from fast-track entry, VIP services, exclu-
sive gift packages, and complimentary 
shuttle services for larger groups.

A new thematic award program has also 
been introduced. It features three award 
categories that recognize outstanding 
innovation, green development, and 
digital intelligence transformation in the 
tube industry. Exhibitors can submit their 
company and product information to 
compete for these honors. This interactive 
element adds an engaging dimension to 
the show.

Media Contact:

Tube China, Shanghai
Ms. Huang/ Ms. Shi

Phone:+86-21-6169 8320

vivian.huang@mds.cn;  
charlotte.shi@mds.cn



Tube China Special

25ITAtube Journal September 2026

The steel pipe industry is cur-
rently navigating complex chal-
lenges, from volatile demand to 
stringent performance require-
ments in downstream sectors. 
Experts will discuss how to 
respond to these developments 
at the 3rd China International 
Steel Tube & Pipe Conference 
on 22 September 2026.

The event will take place at the 
Shanghai Fuyue Hotel.

Key Focus Areas of the 
Programme:
• Market Dynamics: In-depth 

analysis of the global tube 
and pipe market, investment 
climates, and regional trade 
opportunities. 

• Green Development: Industry 
perspectives on the current 
transition towards sustainable 
practices in the steel sector.

• Technical Excellence: Pres-
entations on extra- large 
diameter seamless rolling, 
high-temperature materials 
for power units, and machine 
vision in pickling lines.

• Standards & Compliance: 
Unveiling of new industry 
standards and guidance on 
overseas investment risk man-
agement

This conference serves as a 
platform for dialogue among 
domestic and international 
stakeholders in the tube and 
pipe industry, aimed at fos-
tering technical exchange and 
operational efficiency.

3rd China International Steel and 
Pipe Conference – 22 Sept 2026

Tube China

Conference
22 Sept 2026

Monday, September 21, 2026

10:00-18:00 Conference Registration

Tuesday, September 22, 2026 – Fuyue Ballroom, Shanghai Fuyue Hotel

Topic Speaker

09:00-09:30 Opening Remarks

Jiang Wei, VP and Secretary-General, 
China Iron and Steel Association
Li Maojin, Chairperson of the Welded Pipe Branch, 
CISA
Luo Yuandong, Vice Chairman and President, 
CITIC Pacific Special Steel Group Co., Ltd.
Gao Bo, Co-Chairman and President of Shanghai 
Ganglian E-Commerce Co., Ltd.

09:30-10:10 The Current Situation and Trends of Green 
Development in the Steel Industry

Feng Chao, Deputy Secretary-General of the China 
Iron and Steel Association

10:10-10:40 Global Pipe and Tube Market: Situation 
and Trends

Dr. Gunther Voswinckel, President, International 
Tube Association (ITA)

10:40-11:20 Tenaris: Corporate Overview and Outlook 
on the Global Steel Tube Industry

Wang Peng, Senior Manager of Institutional Rela-
tions, Tenaris China

11:20-12:00 Iterative Development and Outlook of 
High-end Steel Pipe Varieties

Zhuang Gang, Senior Advisor of Sub-association 
for Steel Tube and Pipe Products, China Steel 
Construction Society

12:00-13:30  Buffet Lunch

14:00-14:10
Industry Standard JB/T15425-2026 Steel 
Strip Automatic Strapping Machine-Launch 
and Unveiling Ceremony

Chen Runjie, Secretary-General of Packaging 
Machinery.

14:10-14:40
R&D and Engineering of Domestic High-
Temp Materials for 650°C High-Efficiency 
Coal-Fired Power Units

Li Pei, Senior Engineer, Xi'an Thermal Power Rese-
arch Institute Co., Ltd.

14:40-15:10
Process and Technology Innovation of the 
Extra-Large Diameter Continuous Seamless 
Tube Rolling Mill at Hengyang Steel Pipe

Wang Zhifeng, Sales Director, Danieli Centro Tube

15:10-15:40
Application of Machine Vision Technology 
in Automatic Flushing of Tube Holes in 
Steel Tube Pickling Lines

Tang Haijun, Technical Dept Manager of Sicolinx 
Control Systems (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.

15:40-16:10 Mysteel Industry Big Data Sharing and 
Market Analysis

Dai Zhengdong, Steel Pipe Analyst, Shanghai 
Ganglian

16:10-16:40 Export Business Experience Sharing for 
Welded Pipe Manufacturers

Li Xiang, GM, Tianjin Youfa International Trade Co., 
Ltd.

16:40-17:10 Global OCTG Trend Outlook Luo Yichuan, China Research Director, Rystad Energy

17:10-17:40 Legal Risks and Prevention for Manufactu-
rers‘ Overseas Investment Jia Ping, Partner, Beijing Zhongzi Law Firm

Wednesday, September 23, 2026

10:00-16:00 Visit to the 2026 International Tube Exhibition



26 ITAtube Journal September 2026

Tube China Special

The international welded pipe industry 
and the challenges associated with over-
seas investment will take centre stage at 
a special forum during Tube China 2026. 
The “World Welded Pipe Industry Develop-
ment Report Release Event – Steel Indus-
try Foreign Investment Risk Management 
Seminar” will be held on 23 September 
in the F18 Forum Area of Hall W3 at the 
Shanghai New International Expo Centre.

Following registration from 9:30, the 
programme will open at 10:00 with 
remarks by Su Buxin, Acting Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Metallurgical 
Council of the China Council for the Pro-
motion of International Trade (MC-CCPIT). 
Guest addresses will be delivered by Su 
Changyong, Deputy Secretary-General 
of the China Iron and Steel Association 
and Vice President of MC-CCPIT, and Dr. 
Gunther Voswinckel, President of the 
International Tube Association (ITA).

At the heart of the forum will be the pres-
entation of the new “World Welded Pipe 
Industry Development Report” by Wang 

Dinghong of the Metallurgical Center for 
International Exchange and Cooperation. 
The report is expected to provide an up-to-
date perspective on the development of 
the international welded pipe sector and 
its changing market environment.

The second part of the event will focus 
on the regulatory and commercial risks 
facing steel companies as they expand 
internationally. Mao Ning will summarise 
key points from the State Council’s regu-
lations on foreign investment, while Sun 
Wei will examine risks connected with the 
global expansion of the steel industry and 
discuss possible prevention measures.

The compact 95-minute programme 
brings together market analysis, regula-
tory expertise and international industry 
perspectives. It complements Tube China’s 
wider focus on technological innovation 
and the green and intelligent transforma-
tion of tube manufacturing, while offer-
ing participants practical orientation for 
increasingly complex global markets.

Welded pipe markets and global 
investment in focus at Tube China

Tube China

Forum
23 Sept 2026
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Time Agenda

9:30-10:00 Sign In

10:00-10:05
Host‘s opening remarks and introduction of the guest speaker
Host: Su Buxin, Deputy Secretary-General (Acting) of the Metallurgical Council of  China Council for the Promoti-
on of International Trade (MC-CCPIT)

Guest Address

10:05-10:25
• Su Changyong, Deputy Secretary-General of the China Iron and Steel Association and Vice President of the 

Metallurgical Council of  China Council for the Promotion of International Trade
• Dr. Gunther Voswinckel, President of the International Pipe Association (ITA)

Keynote Speech

10:25-10:50 Metallurgical Center for International Exchange and Cooperation – Wang Dinghong, Consultant
„World Welded Pipe Industry Development Report“

10:50-10:55 Group Photo Session

10:55-11:15 Metallurgical Center for International Exchange and Cooperation –  Mao Ning, Senior Project Manager
„Key Points Summary of the State Council‘s Regulations on Foreign Investment“

11:15-11:35 Metallurgical Center for International Exchange and Cooperation – Sun Wei, Project Director
„Risk Analysis and Prevention Measures for the Global Expansion of the Steel Industry“

11:35 The meeting has concluded.

World Welded Pipe Industry Development 
Report Release Event – Steel Industry
Foreign Investment Risk Management Seminar

Agenda

September 23,10:00–11:35 – F18 Forum Area, Hall W3, Shanghai New International Expo Centre

Media Contact:

Tube China, Shanghai
Messe Düsseldorf (Shanghai) Co., Ltd
Ms. Huang/ Ms. Shi
Phone:+86-21-6169 8320
vivian.huang@mds.cn; charlotte.shi@mds.cn
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Press releases

11,600 Admiralty Brass tubes supplied for 
main condenser retubing under full heat 
traceability.

• Full-scale production released only after 
NA-SA homologated every process step 
against a qualification batch of approxi-
mately 100 tubes

• Heat traceability held across all 11,600 
tubes, each linked to its raw material ori-
gin, processing conditions and inspection 
records

• Documentation dossier and every supply 
phase formally approved by NA-SA’s Quali-
ty Department; material inspected, packed 
and released for installation

Admiralty Industries has completed the 
manufacture and supply of 11,600 condens-
er tubes for Nucleoeléctrica Argentina S.A. 
(NA-SA), for the main condenser retubing of 
the Embalse Nuclear Power Plant in Córdo-
ba, Argentina. The tubes were produced in 
Admiralty Brass to ASTM B111 UNS C44300 
at 25.40 mm outside diameter and 1.24 mm 
minimum wall, each in a single continuous 
length of 10,070 mm — approximately 116.8 
kilometres of drawn tube in total.

Embalse is Argentina’s only CANDU-type 
pressurised heavy water reactor and is 
operating in an extended life cycle following 

a major refurbishment programme. Man-
ufacturing was completed in March 2026 
and the material shipped in May 2026, in 
preparation for the plant’s scheduled main-
tenance outage in September and October 
2026. The specified minimum wall and the 
single ten-metre length placed the demand 
on straightness, ovality and wall distribution, 
controlled through the drawing schedule 
and the heat treatment cycle rather than 
corrected at final inspection.

Pre-production qualification
The project opened with a qualification 
batch of approximately 100 tubes, manu-
factured to homologate each process step, 
validate production parameters, confirm 
dimensional, mechanical and chemical 
compliance, and align inspection method-
ologies between supplier and client. NA-SA 
engineering and quality personnel reviewed 
and validated all processes, and granted the 
approval required to proceed to full-scale 
production.

“The supplier demonstrated professionalism 
and consistency throughout the entire pro-
cess,” said Julio Sescun, Engineering Depart-
ment, and Ramiro Angeletti, Quality Control 
Department, of NA-SA. “The pre-production 
qualification phase, involving the initial 
batch of tubes, was executed with rigour 
and transparency, allowing all manufactur-
ing steps to be homologated and validated.”

Production and heat traceability
Full-scale manufacturing was carried out 
under controlled and closely monitored con-
ditions, in alignment with the parameters 
validated during qualification. The produc-
tion sequence covered transformation of 
the raw material through tube drawing, heat 
treatment, straightening and dimensional 
control, followed by non-destructive test-
ing — eddy current examination with both 
internal and external probes — and final 
mechanical and chemical verification.

Full heat traceability was maintained 
throughout, each tube linked to its corre-

Condenser Tubing for NA-SA’s 
Embalse Nuclear Power Plant

Admiralty Industries Corp.

Fig. 1  Admiralty Brass condenser tubes to ASTM B111 
UNS C44300, 25.40 mm OD × 1.24 mm minimum 
wall, end-capped following final inspection.



Admiralty Industries Corp 
P.O. Box 330152
Miami, FL 33233, USA

Tel: +1 305 722 7311 
sales@admiraltyindustries.com
www.admiraltyindustries.com

sponding raw material, processing condi-
tions and inspection records across every 
stage of production. NA-SA’s engineering 
and quality teams reviewed manufacturing 
records and verified inspection data contin-
uously as production progressed.

Documentation and acceptance
The documentation dossier comprised Mill 
Test Reports, individual material certificates, 
internal and external probe eddy current 
testing reports, packing control documen-
tation including heat traceability summa-
ries per crate, and detailed manufacturing 
records. The complete package was formally 
reviewed and approved by NA-SA’s Quality 
Department.

All material underwent final inspection 
before packing into 40 export-grade, steel-
framed wooden crates, each identifying heat 
numbers, tube quantities, and net and gross 
weights. The project was completed with full 
acceptance by Nucleoeléctrica Argentina S.A.

A reference for nuclear condenser  
retubing
The Embalse project reflects Admiralty 
Industries’ approach to power-sector supply: 
qualification established before volume, 
heat traceability maintained across the 
full production chain, and documentation 
prepared to the standard a plant quality 
department will accept. As life-extension 
programmes bring long-running units into 
second operating cycles across the global 
nuclear fleet, Admiralty Industries offers Em-
balse as a reference for condenser retubing 
executed to the quality requirements of a 
nuclear operator.

About Admiralty Industries
Admiralty Industries Corporation supplies 
seamless copper alloy and nickel alloy 
tubing, finned tubes and tubesheets for 
heat exchangers and condensers in power 
generation, process, refining and marine 
applications, with production facilities in 
mainland China.

Fig. 2  Continuous marking applied in production — manufac-
turer, material specification and order reference — supporting 
traceability to individual tube level.

Fig. 3  One of 40 export-grade, steel-framed wooden crates pre-
pared for shipment, each crate marked with its heat numbers, 
tube quantities and weights.

Fig. 4  Inspection of the existing 
main condenser tubesheet at the 
Embalse Nuclear Power Plant, 
carried out in preparation for 
retubing.  
Photograph: Nucleoeléctrica  
Argentina S.A.

Fig. 5  Order and heat identification 
marked continuously along each 
tube length.

29ITAtube Journal September 2026

	 Press releases



30

Press releases

As a partner for successful bar peeling, 
Boehlerit offers complete tooling sys-
tems — bar peeling heads, tool holders 
and cassettes — as well as tools for bar-
end machining and wire shaving rings.

Bar peeling is a heavy-duty cutting process 
that is economically employed in diameter 
ranges from 20 up to 500 – 600 millimetres. 
With standard materials, feed rates of up to 
18 millimetres per revolution are common 
today, which represents many times what 
is possible in conventional turning. Using 
appropriate cassette systems, depths of cut 
of up to 15 millimetres can be achieved.

Always at the forefront
Bar peelers benefit from comprehensive 
know-how gained from a wide range of 
applications and processes when it comes 
to achieving performance increases through 
new coating developments. In addition, Boe-
hlerit has all coating technologies in-house. 
Due to the process conditions—particularly 
the extremely high feed rates—the greatest 

challenges arise from the required coating 
adhesion. Much more than in conventional 
turning, application-specific design of cutting 
edge geometries moves to the forefront in 
bar peeling. In Boehlerit’s portfolio, users 
will find the broadest geometry program 
available in standard versions, tailored to a 
wide range of material classes.

Currently, simulation software is used in 
the development of new insert geometries 
to analyze chip flow as well as the temper-
atures and forces generated, in order to 
achieve the best possible results. A large 
number of parameters are fed into the soft-
ware to obtain results that are as close to 
reality as possible. The interaction between 
cutting material, coating, geometry, and 
cutting-edge preparation is usually depend-
ent on the machine and the material to be 
machined.

Applications are constantly changing, as new 
materials to be machined are continually 
being developed and driven by cost savings, 
machining allowance—especially for smaller 
diameters—is reduced to a minimum before 
the peeling process. This aspect presents 
particular challenges in terms of roundness 
and surface quality. For larger diameters, 
this is only possible to a limited extent due 
to the manufacturing process, which is why 
tandem or trio peeling systems with large 
round inserts for high material removal 
rates are still used.

Current examples of innovative solutions 
for machining new materials or for achiev-
ing significant performance increases in 
bar peeling include the development of 
new indexable insert grades for machining 
carbon steels, the nanotechnology of the 
universal peeling turning grade BCP25P, and 
the new grades BCP05P, BCP10P, BCP15P, 
and BCP35P. In addition, we offer grade 
solutions for non-ferrous metals such as alu-
minum and copper. Further information can 
be found in our new bar peeling catalogue.

Boehlerit – The Partner in bar 
peeling

Boehlerit
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Fig. 1: As a partner for successful bar peeling, Boe-
hlerit offers complete tool systems, i.e. bar peeling 
head, holder and cassettes.
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Working together for nature conservation: As part of a WeCare initiative, 
employees in Oberkochen surveyed approximately 16 hectares of meadowland 
to rescue fawns, making an important contribution to wildlife conservation and 
biodiversity protection. (Photos: Leitz/Boehlerit/Bilz)

What began as a way to bring together 
local sustainability projects has evolved 
into a globally supported initiative with 
measurable impact: the WeCare Initia-
tive of the Brucklacher Group. In 2026, 
employees around the world once again 
took part in the annual action weeks, 
using their projects to send a strong 
message of responsibility, solidarity, and 
commitment.

Sustainability and social engagement have 
been integral parts of the corporate culture 
for decades and are deeply embedded 
in the DNA of the sister companies Leitz, 
Boehlerit, and Bilz. Since 2022, WeCare has 
systematically united these activities of the 
Brucklacher Group in the fi elds of society, 
social aff airs and culture, as well as biodiver-
sity, nature, and environmental protection, 
making them more visible on an interna-
tional scale and continuously developing 
their impact. The initiative aims to combine 
strengths, leverage synergies, and expand 
the reach of these eff orts. Smaller region-
al projects, in particular, benefi t from the 
shared platform through additional support 
while remaining fi rmly rooted in their local 
communities.

A Strong Statement in the Anniversary 
Year

In Leitz’s anniversary year, this commitment 
takes on even greater signifi cance. 150 years 
of company history stand not only for tradi-
tion and innovative strength but also for a 
values-based corporate culture. The WeCare 
Initiative demonstrates how these values 
are actively lived and carried into the future 
through employees who take responsibility 
and help shape the world around them in a 
sustainable way.

Since the launch of the initiative, employees 
have developed and implemented projects 
each year with remarkable personal dedica-
tion. These projects connect locations across 
national borders and illustrate how individu-
al ideas can grow into collective action.

Figures That Demonstrate Impact

Once again, 2026 highlighted the impressive 
level of global participation during the action 
weeks.

A total of 153 projects in 33 countries were 
carried out by 2,004 employees, who collec-
tively contributed more than 5,300 hours of 
voluntary work. The results underscore the 
broad scope of the initiative: more than 900 
trees planted, 22 liters of blood donated, 
and measurable savings of 1.8 tonnes of CO₂ 
emissions and 1.7 tonnes of waste exemplify 
the active contribution to environmental and 
resource protection. In addition, donations 
and fi nancial contributions amounted to 
approximately €77,000 this year.

When Commitment Brings People To-
gether

Behind these fi gures are numerous projects 
that strengthen communities, protect natu-
ral habitats, and provide meaningful support 

Grown from Responsibility – 
WeCare 2026

Boehlerit
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where it is needed most. “WeCare has great 
personal significance for me. The initiative 
strengthens solidarity and fosters a strong 
sense of belonging. At the same time, it fills 
me with pride and gratitude to see the ded-
ication with which our employees around 
the world contribute to these efforts,” says 
Dr. Cornelia Brucklacher, Chairwoman of the 
Supervisory Boards and Shareholder of the 
Brucklacher Group. In this way, WeCare has 
become a unifying force that promotes a 
shared understanding of responsibility and 
sustainably shapes the corporate culture 
of the Brucklacher Group—extending far 
beyond day-to-day business and creating a 
lasting positive impact.

About the Brucklacher Group

The three legally independent sister compa-
nies Leitz, Boehlerit and Bilz together form 
the globally active Brucklacher Group. As a 
manufacturing service provider, the Leitz 
Group is the world’s leading manufacturer 
of tools for machining wood, wood-based 
materials and state-of-the-art materials. The 
fifth-generation family business was found-
ed in Oberkochen, Germany, in 1876 and 
is characterised by long-term thinking and 
sustainable action. As a carbide pioneer, the 
Boehlerit Group is one of the world’s leading 
manufacturers of wear protection solutions 
and cutting tools for machining metal and 
composite materials. The Bilz Group is the 
global specialist for precise clamping, de-
fined movement and manual quick-change 
of precision tools. Thanks to the vertical in-
tegration of the sister companies, they offer 
their customers coordinated and optimised 
solutions from a single source. The joint 
strength of the sister companies is contin-
uously expanded through the realisation of 
synergies and targeted joint research and 
development. With a total of 17 production 
sites, its own sales and service companies 
in 38 countries with 139 locations and an 
exclusive worldwide partner network, the 
Brucklacher Group is a global player repre-
sented on every continent. The Brucklacher 
Group employs over 4,000 people world-
wide and generates an annual turnover of 
around 500 million euros.

ITAtube Journal September 2026

Improved learning conditions on site: As part of a WeCare initiative 
by Leitz, new restroom facilities were built in Bangalore, India, while 

existing sanitary areas underwent extensive renovation, helping to 
create a better learning environment for students. (Photos: Leitz/

Boehlerit/Bilz)

A contribution to environmental and climate protection: As 
part of a WeCare initiative, 32 new fruit trees were planted on 
the premises of Leitz Brazil, making a tangible contribution to 
biodiversity, environmental stewardship, and climate protec-

tion. (Photos: Leitz/Boehlerit/Bilz)
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At AMB 2026 in Stuttgart, Boehlerit will 
present a wide range of new products for in-
dustrial manufacturing. The focus will be on 
innovative tooling solutions for machining 
metals and composite materials, advanced 
wear protection technologies, and the com-
pany’s role as an independent development 
and technology partner to the international 
tooling industry. 

A particular highlight is the new grade gener-
ation for steel turning applications. With the 
grades BCP05T, BCP15T, BCP25T, BCP35T, 

and BCP40T, Boehlerit is launching a com-
pletely newly developed product family. New 
carbide substrates, state-of-the-art coating 
technologies, and optimized chip-flow geom-
etries ensure longer tool life, reliable wear 
detection, and consistently high machining 
performance. The grades BCP05T to BCP25T
are designed for stable machining condi-
tions and high cutting speeds, while BCP35T
and BCP40T stand out for their exceptional 
toughness and deliver outstanding perfor-
mance in interrupted cuts and demanding 
machining environments. 

Boehlerit showcases premium solutions 
for demanding applications at AMB 2026

Boehlerit

New steel turning generation
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Boehlerit is also introducing an important in-
novation in milling. The company’s high-feed 
portfolio is being expanded with the new 
THETAtec 25N Feed milling system. Based 
on a negative insert design, the tool con-
cept combines the advantages of modern 
high-feed machining with eight truly usable 
cutting edges. Users benefit from higher 
material removal rates, improved cost effi-
ciency, and excellent process reliability, even 
in challenging applications. 

With the new thread rolling systems from 
Wagner, Boehlerit is strategically expanding 
its portfolio. These systems enable cost-ef-
fective thread production with outstanding 
surface quality, excellent strength prop-
erties, and high process reliability. A wide 
range of configurations allows the tools to 
be optimally adapted to different manufac-
turing requirements. 

For high-precision sawing applications, 
Boehlerit is also presenting Sawtec Brazed. 
The brazed design permanently joins the 
saw teeth to the saw blade, ensuring high 
stability, excellent cutting quality, and long 
tool life, even under extreme operating 
conditions. 

In addition, Boehlerit continues to advance 
its portfolio in the field of bar peeling. As 
a full-service provider, the company offers 
customized tooling systems ranging from 
peeling heads, holders, and cassettes to 
solutions for bar end machining and wire 
scarfing. New indexable insert grades for 

ITAtube Journal September 2026

Railway wheel machining

Bar peeling

Thread rolling HELIX
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machining carbon steels, together with 
the nanotechnology-optimized universal 
grade BCP25P and the grades BCP10P and 
BCP15P, deliver significant performance 
improvements for modern materials and 
applications.

The portfolio is further complemented by 
specially developed tooling solutions for 
reprofiling worn contact surfaces on rail-
way wheels, as well as Boehlerit’s extensive 
expertise in heavy-duty machining. With 
these latest product innovations, the com-
pany reinforces its commitment to providing 
customers worldwide with powerful, cost-ef-
fective, and future-oriented manufacturing 
solutions from a single source.

Visit us at Hall 1, Booth 1H10, and turn 
the future together with us!

The company
As a carbide pioneer, the Boehlerit Group 
is one of the world’s leading manufacturers 
of wear protection solutions and cutting 
tools for machining metal and composite 
materials. With cutting materials, semi-fin-
ished products, precision tools and tool 
systems for milling, turning, grooving and 
forming, the family-owned company has 
been ensuring process reliability and effi-
ciency worldwide since 1932. Around 700 
employees offer customers comprehensive 
expertise in all aspects of metallurgy in 
order to realise process-optimised produc-
tion technologies, the highest quality and a 
head start in tool productivity. With three 
production sites in Europe and Asia, inter-
national subsidiaries and a network of sales 
partners, the carbide and tool specialist has 
a global presence. Together with its two 
legally independent sister companies Leitz 
and Bilz, the Boehlerit Group forms the 
globally active Brucklacher Group, in which 
over 4,000 employees generate an annual 
turnover of around 500 million euros.

We take responsibility
We continuously optimize our production 
processes to use resources more efficient-
ly and reduce our CO₂ footprint over the 
long term. Through investments in sales, 
products, and manufacturing, as well as 
the implementation of new and innovative 
technologies, this goal can be achieved step 
by step.

Boehlerit GmbH & Co.KG 
Werk VI-Straße 100 
A-8605 Kapfenberg 
Austria

Tel: +43 (3862) 300-0 
info@boehlerit.com 
www.boehlerit.com

Railway wheel machining

THETAtec 25N Feed
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Searing Industries, a leading US manufac-
turer of welded steel tubing, has renewed 
its trust in Fives, an international engineer-
ing group, to further enhance and innovate 
its production capabilities with advanced 
OTO tube mill technologies.

Fives is developing innovative R&D solutions 
to help Searing Industries exceed current 
market standards, including new robotic 
shears and end welders, and a debander. 

The company recently awarded Fives new 
contracts for a complete OTO tube mill and 
innovative entry lines, which feature inno-
vation, integrated systems, and full auto-
mation. This advanced technology ensures 
consistently high quality, reduced lead 
times, and the ability to meet increasingly 
complex customer requirements.

Always ahead through innovation

The fully automated shears and end weld-
ers ensure maximum flexibility in cutting 

cycles and trajectories, improve machine 
accessibility and maintenance, and reduce 
the overall footprint.

Additionally, a new debander easily adapts 
to various coil types and plant layouts by 
automatically removing straps from incom-
ing coils. During strap detection, the system 
verifies the coil’s diameter and width, the 
strap’s width, and the spacing between 
straps, issuing alerts in case of anomalies. 
This reduces the number of operators 
required and significantly lowers health and 
safety risks.

The technology is fully integrated with 
digital solutions, including AI modules, to 
optimize process performance and provide 
operators with real time feedback during 
daily operations.

Driving innovation forward with 
OTO tube mills at Searing Industries

Fives Group – Fives OTO S.p.A.

OTO tube mill at 
Searing Industries
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Aceros Arequipa, a leading Peruvian steel 
producer, contracted Fives to supply a com-
plete OTO tube mill with integrated finishing 
equipment for its plant in Lima, Peru. The 
scope of supply includes the entire produc-
tion line, from the entry section to packaging 
and strapping, reinforcing the company’s 
commitment to product quality, operational 
efficiency, and high productivity.

Turnkey project

The new OTO tube mill will be designed, 
supplied, and installed by Fives to produce 
tubes for construction and structural appli-
cations. The line will handle wall thickness-
es up to 2 mm and diameters up to 40 mm. 
It will also feature a state-of-the-art pack-
aging section, enabling Aceros Arequipa to 
produce tube bundles at very high speed.

Advanced software packages will support 
operators in both equipment operation and 
preventive maintenance activities. The fully 
automated workflow minimizes manual 
intervention, reducing operator exposure 
to risk and enhancing overall plant safety.

“This is the fourth OTO tube mill that Ace-
ros Arequipa has purchased from Fives, 
confirming the long standing partnership 
between our companies and the confidence 
placed in our technology and expertise,” 
says Carlos Quintanilla, Vice President of 
Sales - Mexico and Latin America at Fives. 
“This project was developed through close 
collaboration, supporting the customer with 
technical recommendations and best prac-
tices to achieve stable production, high-qual-
ity standards, and maximum productivity.”

High-productivity OTO tube mill 
and finishing equipment at Aceros 
Arequipa

Fives Group – Fives OTO S.p.A.

Fives Group – Fives OTO S.p.A.

Via Domenico Marchesi, 4 -
Zona Industriale
Boretto,  42022 - Italy

Tel: +390522481227
Mobile: +393486392942

monica.guerra@fivesgroup.com
www.fivesgroup.com

OTO tube mill
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Since its first equipment sale in China in 
1974, Magnetic Analysis has spent more 
than 52 years supporting the country’s NDT 
industry with innovative inspection technol-
ogies and dedicated local expertise. Guided 
now by a team of experts, including field/
service engineers, administration for quick 
processing, and sales leader Shijie Li, the 
MAN (Magnetic Analysis Nordic AB) team, 
located in Shanghai has continuously built a 
reputation of effectiveness and efficiency.

The Varimac, an eddy current comparator, 
was the first sale for the team in China; as 
the market in China grew so did the inno-
vations and offerings of test modalities. 
In 2001 a UT Rotary was sold, marking the 
beginning of ultrasonic equipment offer-
ings in China, that today includes Echomac®

electronics, UT rotaries, PAUT rotaries and 
turnkey systems both spinning and static, 
primarily for testing tubes and bars.

On September 29, 2000 the assets of 
Contest Marketing AB, a highly regarded 
supplier of custom eddy current and flux 

leakage systems for 20 years, were bought 
out and became part of newly formed 
Magnetic Analysis Nordic AB, the European 
based headquarters. Karl Bergstrand, who 
had developed several custom test systems 
under the name of Bergstrand Quality 
Control and was a well-known figure in the 
field of NDT, was appointed Managing Di-
rector of the newly created MAN. By 2002, 
MAN’s NDT work was expanding under 
Bergstrand’s leadership and in May 2002 he 
was a featured speaker at a Steel confer-
ence on “Detecting Long Cracks in Hot Wire 
Rod During Rolling.” In 2003 Per Nilson, 
was appointed Managing Director of MAN, 
and oversaw the key sales of a 500mm UT/
MFL system to Russia in 2013-14 and other 
sales, until his retirement in 2018.

Now, Goran Malmberg, Plant Manager, 
and Ulf Jansson, Engineering Manager, run 
MAN in a joint effort with a team that has 
developed innovations including a constant 
center triple bench, a second generation 
of TacTic® (a spin-the-tube system) and 

MAN – your European Supplier of 
NDT Systems:

Magnetic Analysis Corp.  

Magnetic Analysis Shanghai team at tradeshow in 2025. L to R: Zhao Dezhong (Service), Shijie Li (Business 
Leader, China and Southeast Asia), and Miles Jing (Technical Sales Manager).
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automated conveyors. Jansson states, “The 
Östersund plant has indeed seen strong 
growth over the past year (2025-26), both in 
terms of headcount and delivery volumes, 
and we are on track for our largest year in a 
long time, driven by increased demand and 
a broader project pipeline.”

A recent project by the MAN team featured 
a custom TacTic® UT system with a Produc-
tion Comparator and a fully customized 
inlet and feed solution for inspecting ¼-inch 
hex rods. The small diameter created an 
alignment challenge at the production 
speeds required by the customer. True to 
MAN’s commitment to custom-engineered 
solutions, the team developed an OEM ad-
aptation to overcome this issue. Engineers 
designed a specialized lifting and guiding 
mechanism that accurately centered the 
hex rods and smoothly fed them into the 

test chamber with minimal operator in-
volvement.

This project reflects MAN’s approach to 
solving complex inspection challenges. As 
Thierry Laffont, European Business Leader 
with more than 17 years of experience, 
explains, “Throughout Europe, MAN is rec-
ognized as a premier provider of essential 
NDT modalities. Because the company’s 
efforts are supported by a dedicated team 
of field and application engineers, we can 
offer clients unparalleled customization 
compared to standard solutions.” 

MAN’s extensive product line includes in-
struments and systems with EC, UT, PAUT, 
and MFL test modalities. A few instruments 
will be on display at Tube China at booth 
E1E05, including the Echomac 25mm Rotary 
and electronics, the Minimac® II eddy cur-

Magnetic Analysis Nordic AB’s 
plant in Östersund, Sweden.

TacTic® UT system, designed 
to handle special alloy and 
stainless steel hex rods.
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rent tester Rotomac HS rotary and Varimac 
VI (coils will be displayed).

Echomac® 25mm UT Rotary and Echomac® 
II electronics, are both available as stan-
dalone instruments or as a turnkey to-
tal tube/bar NDT system. Designed for 
high-precision inspection of small-diameter, 
thin-wall products used in critical end ap-
plications, the rotary tests diameters from 
5 to 25 mm while providing 100% coverage 
at speeds up to 8,000 RPM. The tested 
product can have a wall thickness as thin as 
0.4mm with a minimal length of 1.2 meters 
and still operate at a precise thickness reso-
lution of < 1um with repeatable results.

The Echomac® 25mm rotary is paired with 
MAN’s Echomac® FD6 II electronic instru-
ment to provide flaw detection, thickness 
and dimensional measurements with 16 
independent test channels in a single com-
puter. Common applications include testing 
for internal defects, inclusions, inspecting 
for ovality and/or eccentricity, inspecting 
strip prior to welding and geometric meas-
urements.

The eddy current Minimac® II instrument 
for inspecting wire, rod and tube for short 
surface and some subsurface defects at 
speeds up to 1,219 mpm will also be on 
display with a linear rail fixture to demon-
strate small diameter wire testing. Frequent 
applications for the digital eddy current 

instrument include inspecting welding wire, 
including flux core wire where it can detect 
missing flux as well as flaws in the wire 
itself, checking continuity and detecting 
welds in single and multiconductor insu-
lated wire or cable. The equipment can be 
enabled with an MID option for detecting 
magnetic inclusions in non-magnetic prod-
ucts. With one or two channels on a single 
coil drive, the compact, fan less computer 
chassis, the Minimac® II is great for low 
SWaP requirements. This second gener-
ation Minimac® series is fully embedded, 
allowing operation with or without a host 
computer running, and providing highly 
reliable testing. Multiple threshold analysis 
is an effective feature of the Minimac® II 
for those interested in separating different 
types of defects or distinguishing defect 
signals from acceptable surface conditions.

For highspeed testing of small diameter 
wire, rod, and tube for longitudinal defects, 
the booth will have the Rotomac® 25mm 
High Speed rotary on display. With a test di-
ameter range of 2-25 mm and designed to 
operate at 10,000 RPM production speeds, 
the highly sensitive non-contact eddy cur-
rent rotary offers detection of longitudinal 
surface flaws like seams and laps.

Enabled with two test channels, the rotary 
operates with either MultiMac® II or Mini-
mac® II electronics for repeatable digitally 
stored results. The Rotomac® can test both 

A multimodality system 
with an Echomac® 25mm 

UT rotary test station 
and Echomac® electron-

ics on display.
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MAN
103 Fairview Park Drive
NY 10523-1544 Elmsford
USA
Tel:  +1 915 530-2000
Fax: +1-914 703-3790
info@mac-ndt.com
www.mac-ndt.com

non-shaped and shaped wire with its easy 
to setup distance compensation feature 
and has larger model sizes available for 
product diameters greater than 25mm.

The Varimac® VI Comparator is an eddy cur-
rent comparator designed to test hardness, 
alloy, dimensions, and physical characteris-
tics in metal.

The broad frequency range of 100Hz to 
2MHz allows the Varimac® to have high sen-
sitivity and resolution for separating want-
ed and unwanted conditions. The instru-
ment includes a piece count output feature 
to activate an alarm or other device when 
a specifi ed number has been reached. 
Additional applications for the instrument 
include the testing of fasteners, bearings, 
and other cold formed parts or high speed 
(up to 6 parts per second) sorting based on 
targeted specifi cations.

Looking for a turnkey NDT solution? Want 
to partner with a local team of highly ex-
perienced engineers backed by more than 
50 years of success in the Chinese NDT 
industry? Interested in integrated inspec-
tion systems featuring multiple modalities, 
including UT, ET, PAUT, and MFL? Visit Mag-
netic Analysis Nordic AB at Booth E1E05 to 
see live demonstrations of the UT 25mm, 
Rotomac® Rotary, Minimac® II, and Vari-
mac®. Meet MAN’s knowledgeable Shang-
hai-based team and discover how their 
local expertise and decades of industry 
experience can help solve your inspection 
challenges.

Eddy current rotaries, Rotomac® series, (above is the 25mm RM) with 
rotary test probe technology is the method of choice for detecting 
seam-like defects. They can be utilized with MultiMac® II electronics for 
high-quality inspections.

The Varimac® monitor screen 
displays rectangular targets 
that show “acceptable” parts in 
the green box, “above spec” in 
the red box, and “below spec” 
outside the box.

41



ITAtube Journal September 2026

Press releases

42

Contract signing ceremony 
with Baosteel Steel Pipe 

(Ma’anshan) Science and 
Technology and SMS group

•  SMS group to supply the core equipment 
and level 1 automation for two PQF® tube 
rolling lines in Ma’anshan, China

•  Order covers two PQF® seamless tube 
plants with design capacities of nearly 
1.18 million tons each per year

•  Scope includes two PQF® mills, two cone 
type piercing mills, two stretch reducing 
mills, CARTAneo process software, and 
redressing equipment

• First pipe to be produced in Q4/ 2027

SMS group has secured a new order from 
Baosteel Steel Pipe (Ma’anshan) Science 
and Technology Co., Ltd. to deliver two 
PQF® seamless tube rolling lines (PQF®: pre-

mium quality finishing) to Ma’anshan, Anhui 
Province, China. This further solidifies the 
long-standing partnership between the two 
companies.

SMS will deliver all core components and 
automation systems. The scope of supply 
covers two PQF® seamless tube plants. 

The PQF159 includes a cone roll piercing 
mill CTP1000VD, a seven-inch PQF® BCO 
mill, and a 350A28 stretch reducing mill 
(SRM). 

The PQF258 comprises a CTP1150VD cone 
roll piercing mill, a ten-inch PQF® BCO 
mill, and a 500A20 stretch reducing mill. 
SMS will also provide two PQF® redressing 
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machines for the PQF® stands and two KR 
roll groove dressing machines for the SRM 
stands. 

In addition to the mechanical equipment, 
SMS will supply the complete level 1 auto-
mation system, technological measurement 
system (TMS), and CARTAneo® process 
technology software. This fully integrated 
automation solution features the latest ad-
vancements in crop end control (CEC), wall 
thickness control (WTCA and WTCL), as well 
as comprehensive metrology data analysis 
throughout the PQF® mills.

PQF® technology enables the plant to run 
with maximum efficiency, optimized opera-
tional costs, and reduced downtimes, while 
at the same time maintaining high produc-
tivity and quality. Compared with legacy 
seamless tube lines, PQF® plants deliver 
higher precision and performance, helping 
Baosteel to achieve its production and qual-
ity objectives.

“We are proud to have been selected once 
again by Baosteel Steel Pipe as a trusted 
supplier and long-term partner. This im-
portant order reflects both the strength of 
our partnership and the confidence in our 
technological expertise and seamless pipe 
solutions. SMS group is committed to de-
liver outstanding performance, efficiency, 
and product quality, supporting Baosteel in 
achieving its ambitious growth and pro-
duction targets,” says Christian Haferkamp, 
General Manager Sales & Technology 
Seamless Tube Plants, SMS group.
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Major order confirms Lut as the new 
standard for advanced seamless tube 
production sensors

Tecnar Automation Ltee. has received an 
order for four Lut DPS (Dual Probe Scan-
ning model) units for two new seamless 
tube production lines being supplied to 
Baosteel Group Co. in China.

The four-system project represents Tec-
nar’s largest single order for non-contact 
wall-thickness gauges in the seamless tube 
and pipe industry. It also marks an impor-
tant stage in the adoption of Tecnar’s Lut 
technology by Chinese steelmakers oper-
ating some of the world’s most advanced 
seamless tube production facilities.

The two new production lines will be 
supplied by SMS group, a leading German 
designer and builder of metallurgical equip-
ment. Each line will include two Tecnar 

Lut DPS systems—one after the Premium 
Quality Finishing (PQF) mill and one after 
the stretch reducing mill (SRM)—integrated 
with SMS’s automation and CARTA®neo 
process-technology software to provide 
real-time wall-thickness data for process 
control and optimization.

This dual-location configuration will provide 
Baosteel with dimensional information at 
two critical stages of the seamless tube 
manufacturing process. The measurements 
will support product quality assurance, help 
characterize and optimize the effects of the 
principal rolling and finishing operations, 
and provide real-time dimensional data to 
the SMS automation and process-control 
systems. 

“This is also one of the largest single orders 
ever awarded for non-contact thickness 
gauges in the seamless pipe industry,” said 
Mr. Alexandre Nadeau, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Tecnar. “The fact that it comes from 
Baosteel for two new plants being built by 
SMS group is an important confirmation of 
the progress made by Tecnar’s Lut technol-
ogy and of its value for advanced seamless 
tube production.”

Measurements at two critical produc-
tion stages

Installing a Lut DPS system after both the 
PQF mill and the stretch reducing mill (SRM) 
on each production line provides a detailed 
view of how the tube or pipe wall profile 
evolves through the principal forming and 
finishing operations. Measurements from 
the two locations also provide the data 
required for automated process control, 
faster troubleshooting and more effective 
mill setup.

The first Lut DPS is positioned after the PQF 
mill. At this location, it measures the dimen-
sional results produced by the upstream 
piercing process and the subsequent 
elongation and wall-thickness forming op-

Baosteel selects four Tecnar Lut 
DPS systems for two advanced 
seamless tube mills in China

Tecnar

Representatives of companies during the signing of 
the contract for four Lut DPS systems.
Photo courtesy of Tecnar Automation Ltee.



ITAtube Journal September 2026 45

	 Press releases

erations performed by the PQF mill. The cir-
cumferential wall-thickness profile reveals 
the effects of the pressure balance among 
the three PQF rolls, helping operators 
identify adjustments that may be required 
to improve wall uniformity. The cycle-anal-
ysis functions included in the Lut data-pro-
cessing software analyze the longitudinal 
wall-thickness profile and help distinguish 
between different sources of periodic 
eccentricity. For example, the analysis can 
indicate whether a recurring wall-thickness 
variation is more likely associated with 
non-uniform heating or with the piercing 
plug. The results of the measurements are 
presented through clear, easy-to-read op-
erator displays, enabling plant personnel to 
recognize abnormal dimensional patterns 
more quickly, identify their probable origin 
and take corrective action before a larger 
quantity of production is affected.

The second Lut DPS is positioned at the 
output of the SRM. Using Tecnar’s dig-
ital-twin processing, the system recon-
structs the complete wall-thickness distri-
bution and generates average, minimum 
and maximum wall-thickness profiles along 
the product length. Because of the smaller 
finished diameter, competing technologies 
are typically limited to average wall-thick-
ness measurements at this location. In 
contrast, the Lut DPS continues to provide 
the same detailed dimensional informa-
tion available on larger-diameter products, 
including both the longitudinal wall-thick-
ness profile and the radial profile around 
the circumference. Operators can therefore 
identify not only variations along the tube 
or pipe length but also localized thin and 
thick regions around the wall, providing a 
substantially more complete representa-
tion of the finished product.

Data from the two Lut systems are used 
by the SMS CARTA®neo process-control 
system for automated feedback control of 
the SRM. In particular, the average longitu-
dinal wall-thickness profile reconstructed 
by the Lut DPS provides CARTA®neo with 
real-time information on how the wall thick-
ness changes along the tube or pipe. By 
comparing the dimensional results meas-
ured before and after stretch reduction, the 
control system can determine the appro-
priate process corrections and stabilize the 

Data display for Lut DPS

average wall thickness over the maximum 
usable product length.

In addition to the average profile supplied 
for process control, the minimum wall-thick-
ness profile provides a further advantage 
available from the Lut DPS at the SRM 
output. It gives operators and process spe-
cialists a direct indication of the lowest local 
wall thickness along the product, allowing 
the performance of the control strategy to 
be assessed while supporting operation 
closer to the lower wall-thickness tolerance 
without compromising product compliance. 
The result is improved material utilization 
together with more consistent wall-thickness 
performance from end to end.

The Lut gauge at the SRM also clearly iden-
tifies the tapered regions at the front and 
rear ends of the product. This information 
can be used to optimize cutting positions 
automatically, reducing the amount of 
material removed while ensuring that the 
finished product remains within dimension-
al tolerances.

Where automated feedback control is not 
implemented, the same measurement data 
remain valuable for mill setup, process 
troubleshooting and the refinement of 
production models. Operators and process 
specialists can compare the profiles meas-
ured before and after the SRM to deter-
mine where dimensional variations origi-
nate and where corrective action should be 
applied.
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The value of dual-location measurement 
therefore extends well beyond confirming 
that the final tube or pipe is within toler-
ance. It provides a detailed understanding 
of how the product geometry develops 
through the mill and transforms dimen-
sional measurement into an active source 
of information for process control, quality 
improvement and production optimization.

China’s role in the development of the 
new-generation Lut

China has played a central role in the devel-
opment of Tecnar’s latest generation of Lut 
systems. In addition to the new Baosteel 
order, Tecnar has worked with Daye Special 
Steel, Baotou Steel, Jingjiang Jingyu Spe-
cial Steel, Hengyang Valin Steel Tube and 
Henan Fengbao Special Steel. Experience 
gained at these plants has contributed to 
improvements in system reliability, ultra-
sonic performance, measurement range, 
signal processing and wall-profile recon-
struction. 

“Tecnar’s customer base in China has been 
highly collaborative throughout the devel-
opment of the new generation of Lut prod-
ucts,” Mr. Nadeau said. “Their operating 
experience has helped us extend the meas-
urement range, improve industrial perfor-
mance and address a much wider range of 
seamless tube and pipe dimensions.”

The Baosteel contract will increase Tecnar’s 
installed fleet of new-generation Lut sys-
tems in China to ten units. To support this 
growing base, Tecnar plans to double the 
size of its local team by the end of 2026. 
This expansion will strengthen local project 
execution, commissioning, maintenance 
and technical support, while creating a 
closer link between Chinese customers and 
Tecnar’s engineering and product-develop-
ment teams in Canada. “This permanent 
base will establish the infrastructure for 
the next 20 years of growth in China,” Mr. 
Nadeau said. “The success of these projects 
depends on a strong local team working 
closely with our innovation and engineering 
teams in Canada.”

Non-contact ultrasonic measurement of 
hot tubes

Tecnar’s Lut system uses laser-ultrason-
ics, a non-contact ultrasonic technology, 

to measure tube and pipe wall thickness 
without physically contacting the product. 
A short laser pulse generates an ultrason-
ic wave at the surface of the hot tube or 
pipe, while a separate laser-based optical 
receiver detects the echoes returning to 
the surface after propagating through the 
wall. The high-accuracy ultrasonic time-of-
flight measurement is then converted into 
wall thickness using the applicable tem-
perature-dependent acoustic velocity and 
real-time processing parameters.

Because both ultrasonic generation and 
detection are optical, the measurement 
requires no direct mechanical contact with 
the material. The Lut gauge can therefore 
operate on hot, moving tube and pipe 
products under demanding mill condi-
tions, despite the elevated temperatures, 
vibration and lateral movement commonly 
encountered on seamless tube and pipe 
production lines.

As the tube or pipe translates through 
the inspection station, the measurement 
probes rotate around its circumference 
and acquire high-speed, point-by-point 
wall-thickness data. These measurements 
are combined with information on product 
movement to reconstruct the wall-thickness 
distribution around the circumference and 
along the full length of each tube or pipe.

The resulting information is not limited 
to a single average wall-thickness value. 
The Lut system provides a more complete 
representation of the wall profile, including 
localized minimum and maximum values, 
giving operators and process specialists 
greater visibility into the dimensional re-
sults produced by the mill.

The newest generation of the Lut system 
also integrates an outer-diameter meas-
urement system. This added capability 
allows wall-thickness and outer-diameter 
data to be acquired within the same online 
measurement platform and associated with 
the same tube or pipe position. Combining 
these functions in a single system reduc-
es the overall installation footprint while 
providing a more comprehensive assess-
ment of the finished product and additional 
real-time information for quality control, 
process monitoring and automated mill 
feedback.
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Measuring wall thicknesses beyond 90 
mm wall thickness

One of the most signifi cant technical de-
velopments of the Lut gauge has been the 
extension of its measurement range to hot 
seamless tube and pipe products with wall 
thicknesses exceeding 90 mm, nearly twice 
the range of competing radiation-based 
systems. At Daye Special Steel in China, the 
Lut DPS routinely measures products with 
wall thicknesses of 95 mm and greater. 
These industrial results demonstrate that 
laser-ultrasonic technology can be applied 
not only to conventional seamless tube and 
pipe dimensions, but also to a variety of 
heavy-wall products.

This capability is supported by Tecnar’s 
development of the MarathonTM, a novel 
high-power, short-pulse laser designed 
specifi cally for this demanding application. 
One of the principal technical challenges in 
measuring heavy wall is the strong attenu-

ation of ultrasonic waves as they propagate 
through hot steel. The high-amplitude ultra-
sonic pulse generated by the MarathonTM 
makes it possible to overcome this atten-
uation and obtain reliable measurements 
through substantially thicker walls.

The successful extension of the measure-
ment range allows operators to install Lut 
sensors at production locations that were 
previously considered impractical for online 
thickness measurement. It also enables the 
same measurement technology to be used 
across a broad product portfolio, ranging 
from small-diameter tubes at the output of 
a stretch reducing mill to heavy-wall prod-
ucts manufactured for demanding energy, 
mechanical and industrial applications.

Tecnar is now extending this capability to 
other heavy-wall product markets, includ-
ing heavy-plate manufacturing, where 
real-time thickness information can sup-
port improved process control and product 
consistency. 

Tecnar Lut gauge perform-
ing online wall-thickness 
measurements on a hot 
seamless tube.
Photo courtesy of Tecnar 
Automation Ltee.
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Digital-twin processing at the SRM out-
put

A second major development incorporated 
into the new generation of Lut systems is 
Tecnar’s digital-twin processing technology. 
Its development was based on the analysis 
of extensive wall-thickness data collected 
by Lut systems operating on production 
lines in China. These data revealed consist-
ent circumferential wall-thickness patterns 
across consecutive pipes and along individ-
ual long products. This observation enabled 
Tecnar’s data-processing specialists to 
distinguish radial wall-thickness variations 
from longitudinal variations, including pe-
riodic changes associated with the piercing 
process.

The digital-twin approach decomposes the 
measured wall-thickness data into radial, 
longitudinal and cyclical components be-
fore reconstructing a complete wall-thick-
ness map of the product. By separating the 
radial component, the system generates 
an average wall-thickness profile along 
the product length. The complete recon-
structed map is then used to determine the 
corresponding minimum and maximum 
wall-thickness profiles.

The ability to routinely obtain minimum 
and maximum wall-thickness profiles 
is important for both quality assurance 
and process optimization. A product that 
appears acceptable when assessed only by 
its average wall thickness may still contain 
a localized thin region that affects perfor-
mance or falls outside dimensional toler-
ances. The digital-twin analysis therefore 
provides a more complete representation 
of the product and supports more in-
formed process-control decisions.

New standard for hot tube and pipe 
production

For more than 25 years, Tecnar has contin-
uously advanced laser-ultrasonic technolo-
gy from its research origins at the National 
Research Council Canada to a mature in-
dustrial solution. Successive developments 
in lasers, optical detection, automation and 
data processing have expanded the perfor-
mance, reliability and measurement range 
of the Lut system.

“After 25 years of continuous develop-
ment, Lut is becoming the new standard 
for non-contact dimensional measurement 
on hot-formed metal products,” said Mr. 
Alexandre Nadeau, CEO of Tecnar. “This 
progress has been made possible by sus-
tained research, visionary customers and 
the commitment of our teams in China and 
Canada.”

The Baosteel project confirms this transi-
tion. By integrating four Lut DPS systems 
directly into the measurement and control 
architecture of two new seamless tube 
lines, Lut is being adopted not as a special-
ized alternative, but as a standard platform 
for advanced hot tube and pipe production.

About Tecnar

Tecnar develops and manufactures la-
ser-based measurement systems for indus-
trial process monitoring and quality control. 
Its Lut systems provide online non-contact 
ultrasonic wall-thickness measurements, 
outer diameter measurements and tem-
perature measurements of hot and moving 
products in the metals industry. The sys-
tems are designed for integration into in-
dustrial mill environments and can provide 
dimensional data for operator monitoring, 
quality control, production databases and 
process optimization.

Tecnar 
1021 Marie-Victorin Saint-Bruno QC 
Canada J3V 0M7

Tel: 1.450.461.1221

sales@tecnar.com 
www.tecnar.com
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Tenaris S.A. (NYSE and Mexico: TS and EXM 
Italy: TEN) (“Tenaris”) announced today that 
its Board of Directors appointed Gabriel 
Podskubka as Chief Executive Officer. Paolo 
Rocca will continue to serve as Chairman of 
the Board.

The members of the Board would like to 
express their profound gratitude to Paolo 
Rocca for his outstanding leadership in 
building Tenaris into the clear global leader 
that it is today, and is pleased that Paolo 
will continue to serve as Chairman. Since 
even before Tenaris became a public com-
pany in 2002, Paolo has shown a remark-
able vision in creating a unified company 
providing critical and uniquely differentiat-
ed products and services to customers in 
the energy industry. He has been the archi-
tect of the continuous growth of the com-
pany over the past 25 years, during which 
he has reinforced the solid industrial values 
which are the foundation of its success.

The appointment of Gabriel Podskubka re-
flects the culmination of a long-term leader-
ship planning process, and the Board joins 
Paolo in wishing every success for Gabriel 
in his new role.

Mr. Podskubka has served as Tenaris’s 
Chief Operating Officer since 2023, coordi-
nating sales and marketing, supply chain 
and production operations, and product 
and service development. He joined Tenaris 
in Argentina in 1995 and has held lead-
ership positions across marketing, com-
mercial and industrial functions, including 
heading Tenaris’s Eastern European opera-
tions in 2009 and serving as president of its 
Eastern Hemisphere operations from 2013 
to 2023.

Tenaris is a leading global supplier of steel 
tubes and related services for the world’s 
energy industry and certain other industrial 
applications.

Tenaris Announces CEO succession
Tenaris

Tenaris S.A.

26, Boulevard Royal, 4th Floor

L-2449 Luxembourg

Tel: +352 26 47 89 78

www.tenaris.com

Gabriel Podskubka
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Modern and innovative forming processes 
unlock the potential of simple tube stock 
and transform it into efficiently manufac-
tured lightweight components.

Tube forming offers efficient solutions for 
manufacturing lightweight components. 
A wide range of forming processes and 
process combinations can be used to create 
components that cannot be produced by 
conventional machining methods, or only 
at very high cost - for example, by joining 
several parts. Tube is particularly well suited 
as a starting material for hollow, elongated 
components such as shafts, axles or stabi-
lizer bars. By producing parts close to their 
final contour (near-net-shape), chip cutting 
operations are reduced to a minimum ac-
companied by weight savings up to 50%. Re-
duced material input and lightweight design 
significantly improve the CO₂ footprint along 
the entire production chain, from raw mate-
rial to the final product, and its life cycle.

Both hot and/or cold forming processes 
can be used: 

•  After partial heating of the tube ends, axi-
al (hot) upsetting produces significant wall 
thickening and material accumulation, 
up to full closure of the tube. Complex 
shapes and contours can be formed by 
multi-stage die forming in one operation. 

•  Precision rotary swaging (cold) reduces 
tube cross-sections radially and, when 
performed over mandrel, enables elon-
gation, wall thinning, and internal con-
touring of the material. Within feed-type 
machines, processing starts from the 
tube end. With recess swaging machines, 
reductions can also be applied at any 
position including steep transitions. The 
production of non-circular geometries is 
also possible like double-D or hexagon 
shape.

•  Axial forming operations enable the 
production of complex contours and 
inner and outer profiles, such as splines, 
ready for assembly without any further 
machining.

Lightweight Components 
manufactured from Steel Tube

TubeFormTec GmbH

lost material
3 kg 

solid bar – 9 kg 

solid drive shaft – 7 kg 

solid drive shaft drilled out – 6 kg 

Fig. 1: Conventional drive shaft machined from solid material

Fig. 1: Conventional drive shaft machined from solid material
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TECHNOLOGY FOR TUBE ROLLING MILLS.
The Stretch & Reducing Block for rolling seamless tubes promises 
highest productivity at lowest operating costs.

TRUSTED
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tube stock – 4.1 kg 

lost material 
0.8 kg

hollow drive shaft – 3.3 kg 

hot forged preform – 4.1 kg 

Fig. 2: Hollow drive shaft made from tube - CAD

Fig. 2: Hollow drive shaft made from tube - CAD

A comparison of a one-piece automotive 
drive shaft, focusing on material input and 
weight is demonstrated in Fig. 1, Fig 2 and 
Fig. 4:

Even today, drive shafts are often machined 
from solid bar. In the present example, the 
required blank weight is 9 kg of high-grade 
quenched and tempered steel. Despite a 
material removal rate of more than 30%, 
the resulting weight still remains high.

In addition, the directly associated energy 
consumption and CO₂ emissions are high. 
Therefore, particularly for high-volume 
components forming operations should 
be used instead. Fig 2 shows the same 
part of Fig. 1, but now using appropriate 
tube material in combination with forming 
operations for local thickening and end 
reduction. The initial blank weight of the 
drive shaft can be reduced to more than 
50% (4.1 kg)

As a result of the hollow near-net-shape 
design, both, the fi nal component weight 
and the material waste are signifi cantly re-
duced. Additional machining by subsequent 
drilling to create the hollow section inside is 
eliminated entirely. Fig. 3 shows lightweight 
drive shaft (link shaft) manufactured from 
tube and formed by hot forging with fi nal 
machining. 

If required, additional material and weight 
savings can be achieved by applying ad-
ditional forming operations. The central 
section of the shaft serves solely for torque 
transmission and can therefore be de-
signed with a reduced wall thickness. This is 
made by prior partial wall thinning - using 
rotary swaging and elongation over man-
drel - without generating additional chips or 
material waste. (Fig. 4)

By combining cold and hot forming pro-
cesses the component weight can ultimate-
ly be reduced to as little as 2.5 kg in this 
example, without losing any functionality. 
Despite this substantial weight reduction, 
machining-related material losses are re-
duced by more than half. Even a welded 2- 
or 3-piece design cannot achieve a higher 
degree of weight or material savings for a 
component of this type.

Fig. 3: Hollow drive shaft made from tube – realized component 

Fig. 3: Hollow drive shaft made from tube – 
realized component 

tube stock – 3.3 kg 

partial radial swaged, wall thinned tube – 3.3 kg 

lightweight drive shaft – 2.5 kg 

hot forged preform – 3.3 kg 

Fig 4. Lightweight drive shaft made from wall thinned tube 

lost material 
0.8 kg

Fig 4. Lightweight drive shaft made from wall 
thinned tube 
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Besides drive shafts (used as longitudinal, 
side, or intermediate shafts), there are 
many other potential applications in the 
automotive and aerospace sectors. Fig. 5–9 
present a selection of lightweight compo-
nents that have already been realized using 
these innovative forming processes.

At a time of increasing demands like

• resource effi  ciency

• material savings

• emission reduction

• shorter production cycle time

and overall cost reduction, hot and cold 
forming of tubular components becomes 
more and more important.

TubeFormTec GmbH, based in Karls-
bad-Langensteinbach, Germany, is special-
ised in customized solutions for innovative 
tube forming processes and support its 
customers from initial product and process 
development through prototype produc-
tion, industrialization, and series produc-
tion. To bring these solutions into large-
scale production, we are seeking suitable 
industrial partners.

In the beginning there were primarily 
research and consulting projects regarding 
hot and cold forming technologies with pro-
totyping and low volume production. In the 
meanwhile, there are many forming ma-
chines available, some of them two or more 
times of similar types. This is the reason 

Fig. 5: Rotor shaft for cars Fig. 6: Transmission shaft for trucks/buses

Fig. 5: Rotor shaft for cars

Fig. 5: Rotor shaft for cars Fig. 6: Transmission shaft for trucks/buses

Fig. 6 Transmission shaft for trucks/buses

Fig. 7: Rod bodies for aircraft Fig. 8: Stabilizer bars for cars and trucks

Fig. 7: Rod bodies for aircraft

Fig. 7: Rod bodies for aircraft Fig. 8: Stabilizer bars for cars and trucks

Fig. 8: Stabilizer bars for cars and trucks
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Wuppermann AG

Ottostraße 5
D-51381 Leverkusen

Tel: +49 2171 5000 813

Laura.Puma@wuppermann.com
www.wuppermann.com 

Kai Marwig has been the new Managing 
Director (Operations) at Wuppermann Staal 
Nederland B.V. (WSN) since 1 May 2026. 
He heads the Wuppermann Group’s Dutch 
production site, which galvanizes and 
processes wide strip, alongside Commercial 
Managing Director Terry Flokstra.

Kai Marwig most recently headed the 
Business Development & Communications 
department at Wuppermann AG in Lever-
kusen for over six years. The business 
administration graduate has been with the 
Wuppermann Group for more than eleven 
years in total. Prior to this, he worked in 
the Strategy department of Siemens AG, 
Mechanical Drive Business Unit. Kai Marwig 
completed his studies in Business Adminis-
tration in Münster and Essen.

“We want to strategically and organisation-
ally position WSN for a future with increas-
ing demands for integrated, digitalised and 
performance-oriented processes at our 

production sites. Kai Marwig brings exten-
sive experience in precisely these areas and 
already knows WSN very well,” explains Oli-
ver Rechtsprecher, CEO of Wuppermann AG.

“I am very much looking forward to this 
new role and to working with the team 
at the Moerdijk site. I already know many 
of my colleagues well, and I have worked 
closely with Terry Flokstra in particular 
on various projects in the past,” adds Kai 
Marwig.

Kai Marwig takes over as 
Managing Director at Wuppermann 
in the Netherlands

Wuppermann AG

TubeFormTec GmbH

Draisstraße 19
76307 Karlsbad

Tel: +49 (0)7202 9312-0

info@tubeformtec.de
www.tubeformtec.de 

Fig. 9: Further shaft-shaped components

why TubeFormTec is now looking for a glob-
ally positioned partner for high volume pro-
jects. The fi nal design and manufacturing 
processes can furthermore be developed 
in Germany, while the sister machines can 
be transferred to the new partner company 
for high volume production. 
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Where wind power 
begins, reliability is essential

■ Customised milling tools for onshore and offshore wind towers - 
    ideal for longitudinal and round weld root profiles
■ Long tool life for large workpieces up to 13 m in diameter and 150 mm thick. 
    (Up to 10 tracks can be realised)
■ Maximum efficiency thanks to high stability, enabling large milling depths and high feed rates
■ Flexible solutions with customised profiles and radii

PERFECT WELD SEAM PREPARATION
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Massive geopolitical challenges, disrupted 
supply chains, high tariffs and scarce raw 
materials. Yet the Düsseldorf Fairgrounds 
were buzzing with activity. People were dis-
cussing, developing and rethinking. Here, 
an entire industry demonstrated its unwa-
vering determination to actively shape the 
future and break new ground.

Resilient materials are needed, includ-
ing for the defence industry; the market 
requires reliable producers and is relying 
on new supply chains. This is where wire 
and Tube, as powerful industry plat-
forms, came in at just the right time. The 
defence sector is gaining in importance; 
new visitor groups flocked to the exhibi-
tion stands, finding concrete solutions for 
high demands on materials and quality. 
Added to this was a supporting programme 
featuring exciting premieres. The trade fair 
as a vibrant industry event: tradition and 
the future go hand in hand in Düsseldorf. 
2,600 exhibitors from 65 countries – proof 
of international appeal and a clear claim to 
leadership.

Alongside this, the entire value chain was 
showcased across some 119,000 square 
metres in 16 exhibition halls. The focus is 
always on the future: artificial intelligence, 
robotics, renewable energies and the 
energy transition were not just buzzwords, 
but lived reality.

Trade fair visitors came to Düsseldorf from 
130 countries, with traditional and entirely 
new target groups flocking to the exhibi-
tion halls in equal measure. What remains 
is more than just a successful trade fair 
event; it is a feeling: this is where the future 
is taking shape. From 3 to 7 April 2028, 
wire and Tube are ready to continue their 
success story in Düsseldorf. www.wire.de; 
www.Tube.de, LinkedIn: https://www.linke-
din.com/showcase/wire-and-tube-leading-
international-trade-fairs/.

An industry ready for the future: 
compelling solutions for new global 
applications

Tube Düsseldorf 2026

Düsseldorf
13-17 April 2026
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Messe Düsseldorf GmbH

Messeplatz 
D-40474 Düsseldorf

Petra Hartmann-Bresgen

Tel. +49 211 4560-541,
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Current market information, regional 
perspectives and technical innovations 
were at the centre of the ITAtube Forum 
on 16 April 2026. Once again very well 
attended, the event built on the success 
of 2024 and provided international visi-
tors to Tube Düsseldorf with a platform 
for information and open exchange.

How is the global tube market developing, 
and what challenges is the industry facing? 
These questions occupied many compa-
nies during Tube Düsseldorf 2026. Interest 
in the ITAtube Forum in Hall 1 was corre-
spondingly high.

Following the successful forum in 2024, 
the International Tube Association once 
again put together a programme com-
bining market analyses with technical 
developments from its member compa-
nies. Numerous trade visitors took the 
opportunity to obtain information directly 
at the exhibition and exchange views with 
experts.

The forum was divided into two parts. The 
morning focused on international markets 
and concluded with a panel discussion. In 
the afternoon, ITA member companies pre-
sented current technical solutions.

A global market with regional differ-
ences 
The event opened with a global market 
overview by Dr Gunther Voswinckel, Pres-
ident of the ITA and Managing Director of 
VOSCO Management Consultants. Accord-
ing to the available estimates, global tube 
production rose by around ten per cent in 
2025 to approximately 178 million tonnes. 
However, this positive overall figure con-
ceals considerable regional differences.

The United States recorded particularly 
dynamic growth of around 29 per cent, 
while India grew by approximately 94 per 
cent. Europe, by contrast, achieved growth 
of about three per cent and continued to 
face pressures from high energy prices as 
well as the EU Emissions Trading System 

and the Carbon Border Adjustment Mech-
anism. China continued its recovery, while 
the CIS countries experienced weaker 
development.

The subsequent presentations explored 
these regional perspectives in greater 
detail. Dr Heinz-Jürgen Büchner, Commod-
ity Consultant, examined developments 
in Europe and Asia. Donald Gibeaut, Vice 
Chairman of the ITA and Principal at Integ-
rity Industries, focused on North and South 
America. Swastik Das of Rystad Energy ana-
lysed developments in the Middle East.

From presentations to open discussion 
Following the presentations, the speakers 
came together for a panel discussion in 
which the regional developments were 
considered in relation to one another. Cost 
structures, political decisions, trading con-
ditions and investment priorities affect not 
only companies within individual markets, 
but increasingly also international supply 
chains and competitive positions.

The discussion also provided an opportu-
nity for questions and comments from the 
audience. This direct exchange is an impor-
tant element of the ITAtube Forum. Market 
information becomes even more valuable 
when its background and potential conse-
quences can be discussed with specialists.

The strong interest in the morning session 
confirmed the demand for up-to-date 
market information accompanied by expert 
analysis. In a rapidly changing economic 
and political environment, the forum offers 
guidance and brings international expertise 
together in one place.

Innovations from ITA member compa-
nies 
In the afternoon, the focus shifted to tech-
nical developments from ITA member com-
panies. Ansgar Noll of GL Control presented 
3D laser inspection for tubes, which can 
help identify quality deviations at an early 
stage. Matthias Kramer of MSG Solutions 
demonstrated how retrofitting can increase 

Guidance in Changing Markets: The 
ITAtube Forum 2026

Tube Düsseldorf 2026 – ITAtube Forum

TUBE FORUM

International Tube Association

16 April 2026



the efficiency and service life of existing 
equipment while conserving resources.

Donald Gibeaut spoke about the heat treat-
ment of seamless tubes in modern finishing 
lines. Michael Moist of Magnetic Analysis 
Corporation discussed the potential of 
data-driven processes in non-destructive 
testing. Gennaro Valzer of Danieli pre-
sented advanced technologies and services 
for the production of seamless and welded 
tubes.

Together, the presentations provided a 
concise insight into current developments 
within the industry. Digitalisation, modern 
inspection technology, retrofitting and 
advanced production equipment share a 
common objective: to make manufactur-
ing processes more reliable, efficient and 
sustainable.

A platform for the tube industry 
The ITAtube Forum 2026 was once again 
very well attended and successfully built on 
the event held in 2024. The level of interest 
confirmed the value of the format: combin-
ing market information, regional expertise, 
technical practice and personal exchange 

offers trade visitors a tangible benefit 
during the exhibition.

For the ITA, the forum also reflects its role 
as an international platform for the tube 
industry. The Association brings together 
specialists, companies and decision-mak-
ers, makes knowledge accessible and 
creates space for discussion of the issues 
currently shaping the industry.

The ITA would like to thank all speakers and 
the participating companies VOSCO Man-
agement Consultants, Rystad Energy, Integ-
rity Industries, GL Control, MSG Solutions, 
Magnetic Analysis Corporation and Danieli. 
Thanks also go to the many visitors whose 
questions and active participation contrib-
uted to the success of the forum.

Following the successful events in 2024 
and 2026, the ITAtube Forum has further 
established itself as an important part of 
Tube Düsseldorf. Particularly in changing 
markets, the value of a format that brings 
together specialist knowledge, practical 
experience and international perspectives 
becomes clear.
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Tube Düsseldorf
16 April 2026

As partner of Messe Düsseldorf, ITA guided 
40 students through Tube Düsseldorf 2026. 
Developed together as a new format, the pro-
gramme included a lecture at the ITA stand, 
conversations with companies and, for the 
first time, a guided tour leading to the High 
Potential Area.
For 40 students, High Potential Day on 16 
April 2026 began at the South Entrance of 
Messe Düsseldorf. The International Tube 
Association and Messe Düsseldorf welcomed 
the group. As a key partner of the trade fair, 
ITA worked closely with Messe Düsseldorf to 
offer its young guests more than a ticket and 
a map of the halls: together, they wanted the 
group not simply to visit wire&Tube, but to 
gain an accessible introduction to this diverse 
international industry.
High Potential Day is aimed at students, 
trainees, graduates and young professionals. 
It brings them into contact with companies 
from the wire, cable and tube industries, 
combining careers information with the expe-
rience of attending the trade fair itself. For 
ITA and Messe Düsseldorf, it therefore made 
sense to jointly complement the general 
trade fair visit with a coordinated programme 
of their own.
The first stop was the ITA stand in Hall 1. Prof. 
Dr. Andreas Moerke of Hochschule Worms 
- University of Applied Sciences delivered an 
open lecture at the ITA stand. The unusual 
setting was very much part of the concept: 
rather than discussing a trade fair only after-
wards, the students were able to connect 
their observations on site with their studies. 
The lunch that followed provided time 
for conversation before Albert Sedlmaier, 
Chairman of the ITA European Management 
Board, welcomed the group on behalf of the 
Association.
The group then set off through the exhibition 
halls. At selected companies, the students 
gained insights into different areas of the 
tube industry, its products and processes, as 
well as potential professional roles. The tour 
continued across the exhibition grounds to 
the North Entrance, where the High Potential 

Area - run by Messe Düsseldorf - served as 
the central meeting point for the day.
A guided tour developed jointly, for the 
first time
For the ITA and Messe Düsseldorf, this guided 
tour was a first - and a result of close coop-
eration. The thinking behind it was straight-
forward: a major international trade fair 
has a great deal to offer, but it can also feel 
overwhelming on a first visit. Anyone unfa-
miliar with the industry’s companies, pro-
cesses and products will see many machines 
and exhibition stands without always being 
able to place them in context. By combining 
Messe Düsseldorf’s experience in running 
High Potential Day with the ITA’s specialist 
industry knowledge, the two partners created 
a shared route with prepared stops that pro-
vided orientation while still leaving students 
free to form their own impressions and ask 
their own questions.
Lisa, 21, described her experience as follows: 
“Without the guided tour, I would have been 
totally lost at such a large trade fair. It made 
the whole visit really interesting.”
The tour gave the students a framework for 
the day. At each stop, they learned what the 
companies produce, which professions are 
in demand and what entry opportunities are 
available. They encountered the technology 
not only in a presentation or on a website, 
but in the setting of a live world-leading trade 
fair - explained by people who work with it 
every day.
This made the conversations more con-
crete. They were not solely about vacancies, 
but also about fields of work, production 
processes and the transformation of the 
industry. Automation, digitalisation and 
sustainability are not merely technical 
issues. Behind every new machine and every 
improved process are people who plan 
developments, put them into practice and 
continue to refine them in day-to-day oper-
ations. In this setting, the range of possible 
career paths becomes far more tangible for 
students than it is in a job description.

High Potential Day: From the Lec-
ture Theatre to the Exhibition Floor

Tube Düsseldorf 2026 – High Potential day
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Two ways for students to take part
The 40 participants in the joint ITA and Messe 
Düsseldorf programme were not the only 
young visitors at High Potential Day. Sepa-
rately, about 150 students made use of the 
free trade fair ticket provided by Messe Düs-
seldorf. These figures represent two different 
forms of participation: the free ticket enabled 
students to visit the fair independently, while 
the jointly developed programme gave one 
group a structured schedule, a specialist 
introduction and personal guidance.
At the end of the tour, in the High Potential 
Area at the North Entrance, visitors could 
find out about employers, applications and 
career paths. High Potential Day, organised 
by Messe Düsseldorf, also offered a free CV 
check, a live job wall and the High Potential 
Job Trail. Participating companies were iden-
tified accordingly at their regular exhibition 
stands.
Alongside High Potential Day, the ITA also 
held the ITAtube Forum 2026 on 16 April. 
A separate article in this issue of ITAtube 
Journal provides a detailed review of the 
international market and technology forum.
A first step
With 2,600 exhibitors from 65 countries and 
more than 52,000 visitors from 130 countries, 
wire & Tube once again demonstrated the 
international importance of the wire, cable 
and tube industries. Such figures can initially 
seem abstract to students. During the tour, 
they became faces, products and potential 
workplaces. At the same time, the compa-
nies were able to hear the questions young 
people have about the industry and what 
they expect from a future employer.
The new format was a pilot, to give one group 
of students more structure during High 
Potential Day. Lisa’s feedback indicates that 

the guidance was helpful. For the partici-
pating companies, the day also provided a 
good opportunity to start conversations with 
potential future employees at an early stage 
- without the distance of a formal job inter-
view and with their own technology directly 
in view.
The ITA would like to thank Messe Düsseldorf 
for the close partnership and joint devel-
opment of this new format, Professor Dr 
Andreas Moerke and Albert Sedlmaier for 
their contributions, VDI and the companies 
that welcomed the group and gave the stu-
dents an insight into their work.
Following this successful first edition, the 
question for the ITA and Messe Düsseldorf is 
not whether the promotion of young talent 
belongs at Tube. What matters is how the 
industry can be made more accessible to 
young people and which forms of support 
genuinely help them on their first visit to the 
fair. The jointly developed guided tour was a 
good start - and a format whose lessons can 
inform future events.
Participating companies:
Chr. Höver & Sohn GmbH & Co. KG, EJP 
Machinen GmbH, Hammerschmiede Jäckel 
Essen GmbH, KERN-LIEBERS (BRUKER-SPA-
LECK GmbH), LOI Thermprocess GmbH, 
Mannesmann, Master Fluid Solutions WDG 
GmbH, RSA cutting technologies GmbH, SMS 
group GmbH
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Kallanish Global Flat Steel 2026 Re-
turns to Istanbul for its 8th Edition

Kallanish

Kallanish is delighted to announce the 8th 
edition of its Global Flat Steel conference, 
taking place on 23 September 2026 at the 
prestigious Çırağan Palace Kempinski, 
Istanbul, Türkiye.

“In today’s rapidly changing steel market, 
there is no substitute for meeting face-
to-face. Global Flat Steel 2026 will bring 
together industry leaders from around 
the world to exchange insights, build new 
relationships and identify the opportunities 
that will shape the future of the sector,” 
says Bijan Farhangi, Event Director, Kallan-
ish Commodities.

This year’s conference comes at a pivotal 
time for the industry. Record levels of Chi-
nese flat steel exports have disrupted glob-
al pricing and trade flows, prompting an 
increasing number of trade defence meas-

ures around the world. Europe remains a 
key destination for flat steel despite sub-
dued demand and safeguard measures, 
while the implementation of the Carbon 
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and 
the EU’s proposed new steel trade regime 
are creating fresh complexities for interna-
tional suppliers.

These developments present new oppor-
tunities for lower-emission producers, 
including Türkiye’s scrap-based electric arc 
furnace (EAF) steelmakers, while Europe’s 
own expansion of EAF flat steel production 
continues to face challenges related to 
clean energy infrastructure, scrap process-
ing capacity and low-emission metallics 
supply.

Elsewhere, India’s growing blast fur-
nace-based flat steel production is seeking 
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alternative export markets as CBAM re-
shapes global trade, while the US market 
continues to chart its own course with 
strong domestic pricing and limited import 
competitiveness. At the same time, weak 
automotive production, subdued manufac-
turing activity and persistent cost pres-
sures continue to weigh on steel demand 
worldwide, with geopolitical tensions in the 
Middle East adding further uncertainty to 
the global economic outlook.

“The global steel market, like the wider 
economy, is moving away from the tradi-
tional globalised model to a fragmented, 
regionalised trading environment, driven 
by geopolitical events and concerns over 
national security and indigenous industrial 
capability. As we meet in Istanbul, rising 
global overcapacity has resulted in a record 

number of steel trade cases globally, while 
energy costs and logistics disruptions 
stemming from the Hormuz Strait crisis are 
complicating operations. Emerging carbon 
markets are meanwhile spurring invest-
ments into low-emission steelmaking. Trad-
ing across borders may be more difficult 
than before, but it will remain essential to 
keep the global steel market

Media Contact:

Tube China, Shanghai
Messe Düsseldorf (Shanghai) Co., Ltd
Booth Application
Mr. Xu
Phone: +86-21-6169 8374
sam.xu@mds.cn
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Mumbai
30 Nov - 

02 Dec 2026

Tube India 2026: A Growing Market 
Meets the International Tube 
Industry

Tube India 2026
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The eleventh Tube India will bring manu-
facturers, technology providers, users and 
industry experts from around the world to 
Mumbai from 30 November to 2 December 
2026.

India continues to gain importance for the 
international steel tube and pipe industry. 
Major investments in transport, energy, 
water infrastructure and industrial capacity 
are creating additional demand for tubes, 
pipelines and modern production technol-
ogy. Against this background, Mumbai will 
once again become an important meeting 
place for the industry when Tube India 
returns to the Bombay Exhibition Center 
from 30 November to 2 December 2026.

The exhibition covers the entire tube and 
pipe value chain. Its scope ranges from 
raw materials, tubes and accessories to 
manufacturing and processing machinery, 
measuring and control systems, and testing 
equipment. Heat treatment, sawing and 
cutting technology, tools, rebuilt machin-

ery, pipeline and OCTG solutions, profi les, 
composite pipes and plastic tubes are also 
represented.

Tube India addresses tube producers, plant 
manufacturers, suppliers, distributors and 
industrial users. For international compa-
nies, it off ers direct access to a market that 
is attractive not only because of its size. 
India is investing heavily in infrastructure, 
industrial modernisation and additional pro-
duction capacity. At the same time, demand 
is increasing for more effi  cient processes, 
reliable quality assurance and solutions that 
reduce energy and material consumption.

Demand Driven by Infrastructure and 
Energy

Construction and the oil and gas sector are 
among India’s most important markets for 
pipes. Further demand is being generated 
by projects involving railways, aviation, 
urban and rural water systems, irrigation, 
power generation, automotive manufactur-
ing and the wider energy industry.
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India is already one of the world’s largest 
steel producers and has ambitious plans to 
expand its capacity further. This growth is 
also increasing the need for modern down-
stream processing, automation, energy 
effi  ciency and improved product quality. 
Machinery and technology suppliers there-
fore have opportunities to position their 
solutions in a rapidly developing industrial 
environment.

The challenge is not simply to provide more 
production capacity. Manufacturers are 
looking for technologies that enable them to 
monitor processes more precisely, reduce 
resource consumption and improve oper-
ational reliability. Digital process control, 
automated testing, predictive maintenance 
and more sustainable production methods 
are therefore likely to be important subjects 
of discussion in Mumbai.

The ITA as a Source of Technical Expertise

Technical exchange is a particularly impor-
tant part of Tube India. The International 

Tube Association, and especially its India 
Chapter, has played a signifi cant role in 
bringing together specialists from tube 
production, plant engineering, research 
and industrial applications. Its involvement 
connects international expertise with the 
specifi c requirements of the Indian market.

The importance of this cooperation was 
demonstrated at Tube India 2024. The con-
ference entitled “Emerging Opportunities for 
Sustainable Future in Tube & Pipe Industry” 
was organised by the ITA India Chapter. It 
was opened by Y. K. Bhatia, President of the 
ITA India Chapter. ITA President Dr Gunther 
Voswinckel also introduced the international 
ITA Tube Buyer’s Guide.

The conference combined scientifi c, tech-
nological and application-oriented perspec-
tives. Topics included earthquake-resilient 
structures using steel tubes, the manufac-
ture of heavy-wall and high-strength ERW 
tubes, technological innovation and sustain-
ability, heat treatment, and the production 
of precision steel tubes for hydraulic cylin-
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ders. Another forward-looking presentation 
examined the development of steel line 
pipe for transporting hydrogen under high 
pressure.

Speakers from academic institutions and 
companies including Honda Motorcy-
cle & Scooter India, Inductotherm India, 
Tube Investments of India, Tata Steel and 
Welspun Corp. made the conference an 
important link between research, produc-
tion and industrial application.

A conference is also planned as part of Tube 
India 2026, although the detailed pro-
gramme and participating organisations had 
not yet been announced when this article 
was prepared. The previous edition never-
theless demonstrated the importance of 
the ITA’s contribution. Its technical activities 
add expert analysis, knowledge transfer 
and direct dialogue between international 
specialists and the Indian tube industry to 
the exhibition.

An International Platform

Tube India forms part of a larger group of 
specialist events. Together with wire India, 
METEC India and India Essen Welding & 
Cutting, it creates a comprehensive platform 
for tube, wire and cable technology, metal-
lurgy, and welding and cutting processes. 
This combination allows visitors to examine 
materials, manufacturing processes and 
industrial applications across traditional 
sector boundaries.

The strong response to the 2024 edition 
confirmed the relevance of this concept. The 
four parallel metal trade fairs hosted 532 
exhibitors from 22 countries and attracted 
more than 21,000 trade visitors. Together, 
they occupied approximately 38,000 square 
metres of exhibition space.

International participation, technical con-
ferences and discussions between manu-
facturers, users and industry associations 
complemented the machinery and products 
on display. This combination of exhibition, 
knowledge transfer and professional net-
working is particularly valuable in an indus-
try shaped by long-term investment and 
cooperation.

More Than a Product Showcase

For exhibitors, Tube India provides an 
opportunity to strengthen existing relation-
ships in India and establish contacts with 
new customers, distributors and technology 
partners. Visitors can compare technical 
solutions directly and gain an overview of 
current developments in tube manufactur-
ing and processing.

Investment decisions depend not only on 
technical specifications but also on trust, 
service capabilities and reliable long-term 
cooperation. Tube India and the activities 
surrounding the ITA create a shared plat-
form for these relationships.

Tube India 2026 will therefore do more than 
present currently available machinery and 
processes. It will also show how the Indian 
tube industry is developing: towards greater 
capacity, more automated production, 
higher quality standards, improved sustain-
ability and closer international cooperation.

Media Contact:

In India 
Exhibitor Service
Vivek Bohra 
Project Head
Phone: +91 124 4544 510 
BohraV@md-india.com

In Germany 
Exhibitor Service / Joint Exhibition Stands
Sebastian Märker 
Senior Manager
Phone: +49 (0) 211 4560-7725 
MaerkerS@messe-duesseldorf.de
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Budenheim will bring specialists from tube 
production, steel processing, plant engi-
neering and process technology together in 
Nashville on 20 and 21 October 2026.

Scale formation, lubrication, reheating and 
process additives can directly aff ect mate-
rial yield, surface quality, maintenance and 
energy consumption. Techday America 
2026 will provide a focused setting in 
which specialists can discuss these issues 
across company and technology bounda-
ries. Organised by the specialty chemicals 
company Budenheim, the event combines 
expert contributions, breakout sessions and 
informal networking.

The meeting builds on the fi rst Techday 
America, held in New Orleans in 2025. 
Six expert presentations and discussions 
brought together representatives of the 
steel industry, with particular interest in 
Budenheim’s new Scale Prevention for 
Steel platform. The response encouraged 
the company to continue the format in the 
Americas.

Process Solutions for Steel and Tube 
Production

Scale is formed when steel is exposed to 
oxygen at high temperatures. The oxidised 
layer can cause a loss of steel mass and 
require additional surface treatment, clean-
ing and maintenance. Budenheim’s Scale 
Prevention for Steel initiative is intended to 
reduce scale through process and applica-
tion solutions. According to the company, 

this can help conserve raw materials and 
water, reduce energy use and lessen main-
tenance requirements. The platform is being 
developed in cooperation with SMS group.

The technical exchange on 21 October will 
also cover recent lubricant developments, 
more environmentally compatible process 
solutions, scale prevention for seamless 
tubes and reheating processes, and titanium 
applications. The aim is to consider individ-
ual process steps in the context of the wider 
production chain.

Expertise and Direct Dialogue

The programme features contributions from 
Bemers, Deutsche Edelstahlwerke (DEW) 
and the International Tube Association. Pos-
sible additional contributions are expected 
from SMS group, Danieli Centro Tube and 
roll manufacturers. Together, they repre-
sent perspectives from process chemistry, 
steelmaking, tube production, equipment 
engineering and industrial application.

A get-together at 8.00 p.m. on 20 October 
opens the event. The following day begins 
with a welcome at 8.30 a.m.; the technical 
exchange runs from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
A fl ying lunch, an afternoon activity and 
dinner complete the programme. Dedicated 
breakout sessions will give participants an 
opportunity to discuss individual production 
conditions and possible solutions in one-
to-one meetings. Registration: marketing.
budenheim.com/registration/techdayamer-
ica2026.

Budenheim –Technical Exchange 
in Nashville

Budenheim – Techday America 2026
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Global Steel Summit 2026 to unite 
international industry leaders in 
Dubai

Global Steel Summit 2026

Dubai
28-29 Oct 2026

The Great Ballroom  
Le Meridien

Dubai 

Global Steel Summit  
2026  

Registration

Dr. Gunther Voswinckel

The fourth Global Steel Summit will take 
place on 28–29 October 2026 at Le Méridien 
Dubai Hotel & Conference Centre. More 
than 1,000 delegates from over 40 countries 
are expected to attend, underlining the sum-
mit’s growing importance as an international 
meeting point for the steel industry.

The two-day event will bring together 
steel producers, processors, traders and 
stockholders as well as technology suppli-
ers, industry associations, policymakers, 
investors and major steel consumers. By 
connecting representatives from the Middle 
East, Europe, Asia, Africa and other regions, 
the summit provides a neutral platform for 
discussing the challenges and opportunities 
shaping the global steel market.

Key topics will include changing international 
trade flows, geopolitical tensions, tariffs and 
protectionism, overcapacity and the future 
competitiveness of steel-producing regions. 
Sustainability and decarbonisation will also 
feature prominently, alongside innovations 
in steel production, processing and material 
efficiency. Particular attention will be given 

to the requirements of major customer 
industries, including energy, oil and gas, 
construction and infrastructure.

The programme will combine expert pres-
entations and panel discussions with tech-
nical and commercial seminars. Networking 
sessions will offer participants the oppor-
tunity to establish new contacts, exchange 
market intelligence and explore interna-
tional business partnerships. The summit 
will also include an exhibition, industry 
awards and signing ceremonies for cooper-
ation agreements between companies and 
organisations.

Among the speakers will be Dr. Gunther 
Voswinckel, President of the International 
Tube Association (ITA). His participation will 
ensure that the interests and perspectives 
of the international tube and pipe indus-
try are represented in Dubai. Tubes and 
pipes are essential components of global 
energy and infrastructure systems and are 
gaining further strategic importance through 
investments in hydrogen networks, carbon 
capture and storage, renewable energy and 
modern urban infrastructure.

As a globally active industry association, 
the ITA promotes technical development, 
professional education and international 
cooperation throughout the tube and pipe 
sector. Dr. Voswinckel’s contribution will 
complement the summit’s broader examina-
tion of market trends, technological trans-
formation and the future of international 
steel trade.

With its combination of strategic debate, 
technical expertise and business network-
ing, the Global Steel Summit 2026 aims to 
strengthen cooperation across the steel 
value chain and help the industry navigate a 
period of far-reaching economic and techno-
logical change.

Further information:  
www.globalsteelsummit.com
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Diary of world class tube events
Events for Business, Technology, Education and Networking

  September 2026 

21 - 24 Tube China www.messe-duesseldorf.de/de/Tube_China

23 - 24 Green Steel World Conference www.greensteelworld.com

  October 2026 

14 - 15 Stainless Steel World Asia www.stainless-steel-world-asia.com

28 - 29 Global Steel Summit www.globalsteelsummit.com 

  November/December 2026 

30.11 - 02.12. Tube India www.tube-india.com

  February 2027 

Tube Mexico www.wire-tube-mexico.com
(registration open)

  April 2027 

Tube Eurasia www.wire-tube-mexico.com
(registration deadline 2. Oct)

  June 2027 

21 - 25 METEC www.metec.de

 September 2027 

13 - 16 FABTECH www.fabtechexpo.com

15 - 17 Tube Southeast Asia www.tube-southeastasia.com
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ITATUBE
Buyer‘s Guide

Find your business partner and present 
your company! Choose your package:

 Basic package 500€ p.a.
(company details, 1 contact person)

         Additional tile for 
regional sub 300€ p.a.

 Premium package + 500€ p.a.
(basic + logo + 2 contact person 
+ 5 product pictures )

 Basic package 500€ p.a.
(company details, 1 contact person)

FREE 
for ITA 

corporate 

members

 Additional tile for 
regional sub 300€ p.a.

ONLY 

200 € p.a.
for ITA 

members

ONLY 

350 € p.a.
for ITA 

members

ITAtube Buyer’s Guide
Global directory for the tube industry
Identify your possible project partners in the worldwide tube 
industry. The ITA platform for easy connection of buyers and 
suppliers. Select a category and narrow down your selection 
by subcategories. This platform with free information as a 
matchmaker between buyers and suppliers is a great oppor-
tunity to present your products and services. Take advan-
tage of the ITA network and get connected.

November/December
30 - 02 Tube India, Mumbai

www.tube-india.com
ITA stand tba

tba ITA Conference India Chapter hybrid at Tube India online
tba at Tube India
deadline speaker application: 
September 30th, 26

 deadline registration: 
November 27th, 26 

Make the most 
of your 

ITA membership!

speaker slots

exclusive for

ITA members | free



Find your business partner and present 
your company! Choose your package:

Basic package 500€ p.a.
(company details, 1 contact person)

        Additional tile for 
regional sub 300€ p.a.

Premium package + 500€ p.a.
(basic + logo + 2 contact person 
+ 5 product pictures )

The global tube and pipe industry contin-
ues to experience a period of profound 
change, presenting both new opportunities 
and significant challenges.

Geopolitical developments, changing ener-
gy markets and the growing need to decar-
bonize industrial production are having a 
lasting impact on tube and pipe markets 
worldwide. At the same time, new invest-
ments in energy infrastructure are creating 
additional demand for OCTG, line pipe and 
other tubular products.

The construction sector also offers consid-
erable potential. Innovative architectural 
and structural solutions are opening up 
new applications for tubes and profiles, 
while modern production technologies and 
advanced materials are supporting their 
wider use.

Against this background, the International 
Tube Association (ITA), together with its 
international experts and partners, is pre-
paring the online ITAtube Conference 2027. 
Senior representatives from the tube and 
pipe industry will discuss current market 
developments, their commercial implica-
tions and the opportunities they create for 
producers, suppliers and users.

The conference will provide an internation-
al perspective, with particular attention 
to key markets and the challenges facing 
different regions of the global tube and 
pipe industry.

Further information on the programme, 
speakers and registration will be an-
nounced shortly.

We will keep you updated!

ITAtube Conference 2027 – 
stay tuned

ITA – International Tube Association

TUBE CONFERENCE

ITA Inside
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Company Name: 

Address:

Tel: Fax: EU VAT No. (if applicable): 

Email: Website: 

T h e  S o l e  W o r l d w i d e  A c t i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Tu b e  &  P i p e  E n g i n e e r s
International Tube Association
ITA Corporate Membership Application Form

The following company applies for a Corporate Membership in International Tube Association 
for upto five members and agrees to pay the annual subscription of € 500 (EU VAT exempt).

I / We agree on use of personal data as well as company data and logo particularly for registra-
tion on ITA website as well as for information purpose (revocable reserved).

Please return form to:
International Tube Association . Stadtwaldgürtel 24 . 50931 Köln . Germany 
info@itatube.org . www.itatube.org
Industry partner to major tube and pipe exhibitions:

 Applicant 1 – Payee for Group

 Family Name First Name

 Job Title

 Email address

 Tel.

 Applicant 2

 Family Name First Name

 Job Title

 Email address

 Tel.

 Applicant 3

 Family Name First Name

 Job Title

 Email address

 Tel.

 Applicant 4

 Family Name First Name

 Job Title

 Email address

 Tel.

 Applicant 5

 Family Name First Name

 Job Title

 Email address

 Tel.

Authorised Signature 

Name Date 

Brief description of company production/services:

 Additional Information – Person responsible for marketing and PR (if not shown above)

Name Job Title 

Email Tel. 
If any applicant is located at a different address to above, please advise on a separate sheet.



Please return form to:
International Tube Association . Stadtwaldgürtel 24 . 50931 Köln . Germany  
info@itatube.org . www.itatube.org

Industry partner to major tube and pipe exhibitions:

T h e  S o l e  W o r l d w i d e  A c t i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Tu b e  &  P i p e  E n g i n e e r s
International Tube Association
ITA Corporate Membership Application Form

With my signature I hereby accept the constitution of the International Tube Association e. V. and agree to 
be bound by them. Furthermore, I confirm that I have read and understood the data privacy and personal 
rights information. In signing, I also agree as the legal representative to uphold all demands of the Associ-
ation deriving from membership. 

Data security and privacy rights

1. The Association collects, collates and stores personal data from its members in a data processing
system in accordance with and for the fulfilment of the stated aims of this Constitution (e.g. name
and address, banking details, telephone numbers and email addresses, date of birth, licenses, position
within the Association).

2. By their membership and the therein implied acknowledgment of this Constitution the members agree
to the collection, processing (storage, alteration and dissemination) and use of their personal data in
line with the fulfilment of the statutory tasks and aims of the Association. Other use of the data (e.g.
sale of data) is not permitted.

3. By their membership and the therein implied acknowledgment of this Constitution the members agree
furthermore to the publication of their name, general contact details as given on the membership ap-
plication form, and pictures incl. company logo in print, broadcast and electronic media, insofar as this
corresponds with the statutory tasks and aims of the Association.

4. In accordance with the legal regulations of the German Federal Data Protection Act, members are
entitled to information about which of their personal data has been recorded, the recipients of the data
and the purposes of the recording or processing, rectification of inaccurate personal data and erasure
or blocking of personal data.
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The industry 
is making a shift
Tube producers are choosing  
smarter more flexible hot measurements

lut.tecnar.com        

See what’s behind 
recent customer selections.
Scan the QR code to learn more.
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Global flat steel markets have been reshaped by record Chinese exports, weak demand and a wave of trade
measures that have altered global trading flows. While the EU remains a key destination despite lower
consumption, CBAM and the proposed new steel trade regime are making access increasingly difficult, creating
opportunities for lower-emission suppliers such as Turkish EAF producers.

Europe’s transition to EAF flat steelmaking continues to face challenges including energy infrastructure, scrap
processing and low-emission metallics supply. CBAM is also driving India to seek alternative markets for its
expanding blast furnace-based output. Meanwhile, the US market remains supported by strong domestic
pricing, with imports still largely uncompetitive.

Against a backdrop of weak manufacturing demand, high production costs and geopolitical uncertainty, the flat
steel sector continues to face significant headwinds.

Kallanish Global Flat Steel 2026 will bring together industry leaders from across the supply chain to examine
these challenges, share market insights and explore opportunities for growth.
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